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Abstract
his study examines Iraqgi folk
proverbs as symbolic cultural

texts that actively participate in

shaping social representations,

constructing value systems, and
organizing relations of power
within everyday life. Drawing on
the

theoretical frameworks of
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their cultural contexts; rather, they
emerge through the interaction of
language with systems of values,
beliefs, and social relations,
rendering proverbs a powerful
mechanism in socialization

processes and identity formation.

The study concludes that a
critical anthropological reading
of folk proverbs constitutes a
key entry point for understanding
the mechanisms through which
meaning and symbolic power are
produced within popular culture,
and for reassessing the role of
intangible cultural heritage in
shaping contemporary  social

consciousness.

Keywords: Folk Proverbs; Social
Representations; Symbolic Power;
Cultural Discourse; Iragi Society;
Intangible Cultural Heritage

o -

4dadla
Sl ol aal deil) gy 34
Aol s ) el e dyyladl
Caasdl Cluladl 43535 elaaY)
@A «ialadl () 5iley il cial PN
el i A D ) S
Jals agihl cudts aglldl aey

(2026 Luf ) cospdally it sy 119

1o s

AaSoa Beraleygias gy Alone

social representations, symbolic
power, critical discourse analysis,
and intangible cultural heritage,
the research adopts a mixed
methods design that combines
qualitative interpretive analysis with
quantitative descriptive mapping.

The analysis is based on a
corpus of 170 widely circulated
Iragi folk proverbs, systematically
examined to identify dominant
representations related to women,
social relations, trust, exploitation,
work, and fate. The findings
reveal that proverbs do not merely
function as repositories of cultural
memory, but operate as normative
devices that naturalize symbolic
domination, reproduce gendered
and social stereotypes, and
regulate behavioral expectations

within society.

While some proverbs convey
pragmatic knowledge and
functional wisdom, a substantial
proportion  reinforces  negative
values such as mistrust, fatalism,
opportunism, and symbolic
exclusion. The study demonstrates
that these representations cannot

be understood in isolation from
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