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a comparative study of Iraq
and Bahrain between 2003 and
2015. The study is based on
the hypothesis that sectarianism
is not merely a reflection of a
rigid social structure, but rather
a functional political tool shaped
by the interaction between state
structure, governance patterns, and
regional interventions. The findings
conclude that in Iraq, sectarianism
took on an “institutional” form within
a state structure built on sectarian
quotas (Muhasasa). In contrast, in
Bahrain, it emerged as a “functional’
tool within the context of struggles
over legitimacy and reform
demands under a centralized state.
Finally, the study emphasizes the
importance of building inclusive
national frameworks to overcome

identity—based divisions.
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