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built since the Age of Enlightenment.
this
not presented merely as a social

During era, freedom was
demand, but as the very essence
of human existence and the source
of human dignity—on the premise
that man is a rational, independent
being capable of determining his
own destiny. Thus, freedom became
the philosophical gateway for the
establishment of individualism that
has distinguished Western thought,
and over time, it evolved into a

political slogan, a constitutional
principle, and a sacred value in
cultural and media discourses. It
even came to serve as a justification
for what has been called the “export

of freedom” to other societies.

Keywords: Freedom, Western
thought, Enlightenment, Western
identity, individualism, human

dignity, digital freedom, intellectual

censorship.
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Abstract:

Freedom in Western thought is
not merely a philosophical value
or a legal right; rather, it is much
deeper than that. It has constituted
the fundamental pillar of the West’s
intellectual and civilizational identity

and has become one of the central

concepts upon which modern

Western consciousness has been
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