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Abstract
In the name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

Summary of the Research: The Jizya System Between Misconceptions
and Responses

The study of Jizya is among the most targeted subjects by Orientalists and
critics, necessitating a clarification of its truth within its integrated system.

Concept and History: Linguistically, Jizya means compensation. In Islamic
law, it is a financial amount imposed on Dhimmis (non-Muslim residents)
in the Islamic state in return for their protection and defense. Islam did not
pioneer it; previous nations like the Persians and Romans knew it, but in
harsh and humiliating forms.

Legitimacy and Wisdom: Jizya was instituted in Islam by the Quranic verse:
“Fight those who do not believe in Allah... until they give the Jizya willingly
while they are humbled” [At-Tawbah: 29]. Its wisdom is not personal
humiliation, but rather an acknowledgment of political submission to the
state’s system, distinguishing them from Muslim citizens who are subject
to Zakat and military duty (Jihad). It is compensation for their protection
and defense by the state, exempting them from military service.

Responding to Misconceptions:

1. Accusation of Religious Discrimination: The response is that it is not
purely a religious tax, but a financial substitute for two duties: protection
and military defense. The distinction is based on obligations: Muslims pay
Zakat and fight, while non—-Muslims pay Jizya and are exempted from
fighting.

2. Accusation of Personal Humiliation (Interpreting “Humbled”): The
common error is interpreting “humbled” as insult and degradation. The
correct meaning is political submission and compliance to the laws of the
Islamic state, not humiliation of human dignity. Caliphs used to return
the Jizya if they failed to protect Dhimmis, proving it was a contract of
protection, not tribute.
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— Orientalists and Jizya

— Financial system in Islam

— Citizenship in the Islamic State
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Value and Purpose: Its nominal
value (often one dinar per year) was
much less than the Zakat paid by
Muslims, refuting claims of injustice.
The primary goal was to establish
the principle of “citizenship” in the
Islamic state on clear foundations,
where each individual contributes
to state expenses according to
their legal status, embodying the
spirit of tolerance and justice in
Islamic civilization.

Keywords
Jizya in Islam
Concept of Jizya
Dhimmi (or Ahl al-Dhimmah)
Legitimacy of Jizya
Wisdom of Jizya
Explanation of the Jizya Verse

Interpretation of “Humbled”

(Saghirun)
Misconceptions about Jizya

Responses to misconceptions about
Jizya

Jizya and religious discrimination
Jizya as a protection tax
Jizya and Zakat

Political submission
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