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Abstract:

This research examines the concept
of punishment and its aims from a
philosophical perspective. It reviews
the evolution of the function and
objectives of punishment throughout
history, starting from ancient
societies to the modern era, with
the aim of answering the question
of whether punishment is a means
of achieving security and stability in
society, and whether it is a deterrent,

a reformative, or another function.

The research reviews the views
of various jurists and philosophers
on defining the purposes and
functions of punishment, starting
with the traditional school, which
advocated for the function of utility
(general and specific deterrence)
and justice, through the positivist
school, which advocated for the
reformative function and attention
to the criminal, and finally the social
defense school, which advocated
for the abolition of punishments and
their replacement with reformative

measures.

The research examines the concept
of punishment in ancient societies
the Middle Ages,
punishments were characterized

and where
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by brutality and cruelty, whether
based on the idea of revenge or
atonement for sin. The research
then turns to discussing punishment
in the Renaissance and modern
eras, where new ideas e merged
regarding the

objectives of punishme n t, with

purposes and
a focus on achieving j u stice,
reform, and deterrence. The study
concludes that punishment must be
consistent with the crime committed
and take into account the social
environment and circum s tances
surrounding the offender. It also
emphasizes the importa n ce of
achieving a balance between the
deterrent and reformative functions
of punishment, with the goal of
achieving a safe and stable society.

Keywords: Philosophy o f

punishment,deterrence,

rehabilitation, measures, goal
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