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SUMMARY:

For most Palestinian writers,
literature is a tool of struggle for
freedom and change. However, for
Sahar Khalifeh,

as a vehicle for raising burning

literature serves
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becomes, and the deeper individual
crises go. Since the individual is
the seed and the foundational unit
of society, it becomes futile to ask
which influences the other more.

This is exactly what Sahar Khalifeh
sought to portray in her novels:
individuals in crisis, living in a reality
they reject — rebelling against it,
being crushed under its weight,
or offering sacrifices to change it.
Through this, she played a timely,
preparatory, and strategic role. The
plight of a defeated society cannot
be reduced merely to occupation,
and the question of change is
far more difficult and complex
than national independence and
liberation. Therefore, we find
advocates of change and progress
being pursued and targeted by both
their own governments and the
colonizer. These are the questions
she posed, and the answers she
sought through her characters and
the reality she knows, confronts,
and tries to transform. Ultimately,
such profound questions are
capable of revealing our cultural
position in today’s world, and of
reshaping our culture — enabling
us to rise to the challenges of the
era we live under.
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existential questions. To her,
literature is about questioning,
seeking, understanding,

representing, and creating beauty
— painting with scenes and words.
from

This perspective stems

her experience of living through

setbacks, occupation, uprisings,
revolution, resistance, violence,
and destruction. Palestinian

literature as a whole has been an
expression of ongoing collective
individual

pain and unfulfilled

dreams. Individuals  in her
narratives grapple with both inner
and external conflicts, while the
external world represents a society
still in the process of formation,

under colonial

pressure. Concepts remain

shackled by tradition, resistant
to renewal, and restrictive of
individuality. The self, in turn,
finds itself trapped in an endless
succession of encircling struggles
— from personal failure to social,

to local political, to global crises.

Thus, Sahar Khalifeh
searching for a new cultural vision.

began

The more awareness grows and the
surrounding reality is unveiled, the
more intense human questioning
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