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Summary:

Since ancient times, the city of Jerusalem has been remarkable for serving
as a beacon of knowledge and scholars. All civilizations, especially the Arab Islamic
civilization, were keen on highlighting the city's erudite status by building various
mosques, schools and libraries which are still standing today as witness to its age of
knowledge. Jerusalem is also the cradle of religions, civilizations and cultures, which
made it a fertile ground for libraries that took pride in its collection of manuscripts,
historical documents and official records, including those related to books and
libraries.

When Zionist forces occupied Jerusalem in 1967, the city had books and
bookshelves that counted more than sixty public and private bookcases, which had in
its shelves numerous books and rare literature that were almost inexistent in any
other country. These included more than a hundred thousand book and half a million
document, manuscript and record. But, ever since the city fell under the enforced
occupation, it has been continuously subject to extremely dangerous policies, which
aim at judaizing Jerusalem on one hand and destroying its scholarly legacy on the
other. Here, this study sheds light on the treasures and rarities of the libraries in
Jerusalem and al-Agsa, and to set forth for the world and public opinion the criminal
actions of occupying forces against the civilizational, scholarly and cultural heritage of
the libraries in Bayt al-Maqdis.

Keywords: Cultural challenges, Libraries of Jerusalem, the Library of al-Agsa,

Zionist occupation.
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