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Amid
the challenges faced by Lebanon’s
since 2019,

supervision

sustainable  development.

education system

effective  educational
emerges as a cornerstone for
improving academic performance
and developing teacher skills.
The research analyzes the current
supervision

system in private

schools of Mount Lebanon,
identifying challenges, opportunities,
and the potential role of technology
and cultural diversity in advancing

the system.

Using descriptive and analytical
methods, the study evaluates the
impact of professional development,
technological  integration, and
frameworks on
The

findings emphasize the necessity of

collaborative
educational supervision.
modernized supervision strategies
to foster effective teaching and
sustainable educational practices.

Keywords: Educational Supervision,
Teacher Development, Sustainable

Education, Innovative Strategies,

Technology in Education.
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This study explores the innovative
strategies in educational
supervision in Lebanon, focusing

and

on  enhancing

learning
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Abstract

Technology has many benefits,
but

effects, and cyberbullying is one of

it also has serious adverse

the technology’s major downsides.
In today’s fast electronic era,
the dangerous phenomenon of
cyberbullying has increased and
many researchers have begun to
track and study this phenomenon
around the world. This study was
aimed at measuring the degree of
education supervisors’ awareness
of this phenomenon. In addition,
the prevalence of this phenomenon
is ascertained between 15 and
18-year-olds in order to ascertain
whether they have participated in,
experienced or witnessed some
form of this serious phenomenon.
The study was conducted in the
Northern Lebanese governorate
of Akkar on the 17 educational
supervisors responsible for the
governorate’s public high schools
and schools. Eighty—five students
of Rahba High School. The results
were analysed by the statistical

packaging programme. The results
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showed insufficient awareness
among educational supervisors of
this phenomenon among secondary
teachers. Recommendations have
been proposed to deal with this

phenomenon in the future.

Keywords: Cyberbullying,

Educational Supervisor, Prevention.
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Abstract

In the last years of the twentieth

century, the international

political arena witnessed major

developments in global politics
that changed the face of the world,
foremost among them, without
the slightest controversy, was the
unraveling of the countries under the
banner of the Soviet Union and the
collapse of this union forever. The
speed of the collapse of the Soviet
Union astonished all expectations
and analyzes of political observers.
It was natural for the various
international media to shed light
on the nature of the collapse, its
causes and its repercussions.
Arab newspapers kept pace with
the events that took place in the
countries of the Soviet Union since

the first moment of the collapse. It
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were able to diagnose the causes
of the collapse, its repercussions,
and followed up on how the
Central Asian republics separated.
Arab newspapers expressed their
opinion about the events and
developments that these countries
witnessed at the time. Most of
them saw that the main reasons
for the collapse of the Soviet Union
were the weakness of the Soviet
economy and the weakness of its
leaders, as well as the result of the
role played by the United States
and its allies by pressuring towards
the dismantling of the Soviet Union
to serve its political and military

interests.

Keywords: Central Asian Republics

— Soviet Union — Newspapers
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internal, such as the search for new
areas and places to be granted
to the nobles, and the search for
an external victory in light of the
internal impotence, and external
factors, such as the state of
disintegration in the Islamic East.
However, this war took on the
character of a religious war, as it
was supported by the Church and
the Pope. The first campaign that
headed to the East established the
Principality of Antioch and Edessa,
and did not stop there, but they
headed to Tripoli and established
another emirate, in addition to
the Kingdom of Jerusalem, which
was considered one of the most
prominent centers of Crusader rule
in the East. These emirates played
a major role in the civilizational
relations between the two parties,
and each party influenced the other

on different levels.

Keywords: Crusaders, Muslims,

first campaign, Kingdom of

Jerusalem, Edessa.
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Abstract

This study examines the political
conditions in Lebanon during the
presidency of Fouad Chehab (1958-
1964), a pivotal era in modern
Lebanese history. The research
aims to analyze Chehab’s policies
and reforms to establish a modern
state characterized by social justice
and citizenship, while highlighting
the internal and regional factors
influencing his tenure. The study
explores “Chehabism” as a political
and reformist concept, focusing
on its successes and challenges,
including administrative reforms,
sectarian relations, and Lebanon’s
regional role. By providing a
balanced analytical perspective on
this significant historical period, the
study seeks to draw lessons and
insights applicable to similar political

contexts.
Keyword:Chehabism,

Administrative Reforms in Lebanon,
IRFED Mission, Sectarianism in
Lebanon, Cold
War in the Middle East, Political

Balance in Lebanon

Regional Crises,
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Summary of the analysis of the

poem Hayat Al-Rais revelation in

the poem

The poem is a vision of an attempt

to revive the poetic scene in theory
and application. This is clear to
the critic when reading the text,
especially after critical studies
have multiplied and branched out,

and the interaction between them

and poetry has expanded to vary

the paths of the critical approach,
which prompted us to stand on
critical approaches

poetic fields through ~modern
critical trends. The poem is based
on several formations, in which the

poetess dealt with precise joints,
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boundaries of time or place.

Key Words: #Cognitive discourse
identified with aesthetic discourse

#Activat i ng poetic memory

#Reachin g the value ladder

without departing from the circle of

aesthetic taste.
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and perhaps because she is a
diverse writer between the novel,
poetry and narration, it helped
her to diversify and excel, so her
poem included aesthetic joints
that merged with the networks of
meaning for the elements of the

creative text.

The implications of aesthetic
discourse surprise us every day
with something new and take
up a lot of achievements that
establish in our minds creative
values with amazing dimensions
that convey the strategic fabric of
the recipient’s mind and point to
a set of concerns that revolve in
the imagination of our poetess in
these different worlds since she
took upon herself the necessity of
opening up to the other to identify
with the implications of creative
discourse in order to demarcate
the borders that extend as far as
the eye can see through which it

can interact with the psychology

of systems that do not stop at the
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Abstract:

This study examines the concept of
“Khudrama,” defining its linguistic
and technical meanings, and traces
the evolution of this concept and
the multiplicity of its connotations
throughout  history, identifying
the reasons for its development.
The study addresses the issue
of the manifestation of the poets’
influence on the language during
the early Islamic era, through
its reflection in the poetry of the
veterans at the levels of the word,

the sentence, and the text.

The study concludes that the
linguistic connotations of Khudrama
are diverse, encompassing
meanings such as cutting, breadth,
hybridity, mixture, generosity, and

others. The original concept was
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divided into three main meanings,

which later expanded to include
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meanings related to  broad
experience and culture, or to long
exposure to politics and interaction
with  different generations and
historical periods, based on the
principle of semantic development.
The most notable reflections of
Khudrama on words are through
the introduction of new terms
belonging to the Islamic lexical
field. As for sentences, it is evident
in the total or partial quotations
from the Qur’an. At the level of the
text, the influence is seen in the
emergence of new poetic themes
or the transformation of old themes
from the pre-Islamic era, which

acquired a new Islamic dimension.
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and interesting way, giving the
text a high aesthetic value and
keeping the recipient away from
monotony and stagnation in the
face of pure reportage. Therefore,
there is no harm in saying that it
is the originality and tent of poetry,
and it is the eye of poetry and the
refuge of poets in expression since
the pre-Islamic era. So | relied
on it in my research and assigned
it as a title to study from During
which Zainab’s poems are in the
collection  “Between  Narration
and Vision” by the great poet Ali
Zaytoun .In fact, the first thing that
was examined in this research
was a theoretical background that
shows the definition of the image
linguistically and terminologically,
then simile, metaphor, and
metonymy were discussed. After
that,

presented of the three components

a procedural study was

of the image: simile, metaphor, and

metonymy in Zainab’s poems.

Keywords: artistic image, simile,
metaphor, metonymy, Zainab, the

poet, vision.
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Abstract:

The study addresses the concept of
cyber operations and their impact on
transformations in sovereignty within
cyberspace. Cyber sovereignty served
as a fundamental pillar of the study,
which provided a theoretical framework
for sovereignty and cyber operations
within cyberspace. It discussed the
concept, characteristics, and types
of cyber operations, as well as the
classification of cyber operations,
including offensive and defensive
ones, in both practical and academic
contexts. The study highlighted the
effects on cyber sovereignty, such as
violations and cyber interference. After
understanding the nature of these
variables, the study proposed the
establishment of a treaty to regulate
cyberspace and cyber operations,
along with the development of an
international cybersecurity strategy to
mitigate the impact of cyber operations

and protect digital sovereignty

Keywords: Cyber

cyber operations, cyberspace

sovereignty,
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patients (consumers) in the medical
field. This raises a question about the
possibility of considering a patient as
a consumer in certain American legal
cases. This study will also highlight
the obligation of pre—contractual
disclosure due to its necessity in
protecting patients’ rights and the
extent to which consumer protection
laws can be applied to medical
contracts. Recommendations  will
be provided on strengthening laws
and enhancing oversight in general,
with a particular focus on cosmetic

centers.
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Research Summary:

The subject of stringency in patient
protection in Lebanese law compared
to American law is an important topic
deserving of study. The stringency
in medical liability enhances patient
confidence. Additionally, the evolution

of laws aims to protect the rights of
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key strategic crossroads of the
Eurasian continent and a crucial
transit point for trade and energy.
The conflicts in the region have
been characterized by competition
between traditional rivals within a
geographical space that acts as
a vital arena for these powers to
implement their strategies in the
game of regional and international
balances. This dynamic makes
the Black Sea region a potential

geopolitical hotspot.

The study aims to address the
issue of how the geography of
the Black Sea is linked to regional
and international competition and
its impact on the global power
hierarchy. Additionally, it explores
geopolitical interactions in this
region, particularly in the aftermath
of the 2022 Russia-Ukraine war,
which has introduced numerous
possibilities and implications for the

conflict zone.

Political Geography,

Black

Keywords:
International Competition,

Sea, Energy Security.
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The Black Sea region has

witnessed decades of conflicts
due to its geopolitical significance.

This area serves as one of the
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Résumé :

Le Liban se distingue par ses multiples facettes, fagonnées par sa diversité
religieuse et culturelle. Véritable carrefour de civilisations, il abrite une
mosaique de confessions qui coexistent, chacune enrichissant la société
par ses ftraditions, ses valeurs et son influence. Quant a sa richesse
culturelle, elle s’exprime a travers son patrimoine, sa littérature et sa

musique, oscillant entre modernité et traditions séculaires.

Cette diversité confére au Liban un caractére unique, ou religion et culture
occupent une place essentielle dans la construction de I’identité individuelle
et collective, contribuant ainsi a la complexité et a la richesse de son

paysage social.

Dans les deux romans «Raconte— moi Beyrouth : la vigne et le lierrey
d’Asma Abdelkarim et «Le roman de Beyrouthy d’Alexandre Najjar, chaque
écrivain tente de dépeindre son propre Liban, une vision influencée par sa
religion, son expérience personnelle et son idéologie. Cet article propose
une analyse des codes culturels présents dans ces ceuvres et met en

evidence les parallélismes ainsi que les contrastes qui s’y manifestent.

Mots—clés : Littérature, culture, contrastes, parallélismes.
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Summary:

Lebanon is a land of diverse identities, shaped by its rich religious and
cultural tapestry. As a historical crossroads of civilizations, it hosts
a mosaic of faiths that coexist, each contributing to society through its
traditions, values, and influence. Its cultural heritage shines through
its architecture, literature and music, blending modernity with deep-
rooted traditions. This diversity gives Lebanon its unique essence,
where religion and culture play a vital role in shaping both personal
and collective identity, adding depth and richness to its social fabric.
Inthe novels “Raconte—moi Beyrouth: la vigne et le lierre” by Asma Abdelkarim
and “Le Roman de Beyrouth” by Alexandre Naijjar, each author offers a
personal portrayal of Lebanon—shaped by their religion, life experiences,
and ideological viewpoints. This article explores the cultural codes embedded
within these works, emphasizing the similarities and contrasts they reveal.

Keywords: Literature, culture, contrasts, parallels.

La littérature constitue un moyen efficace permettant d’analyser et de
connaitre I’homme dans sa variabilité et sa complexité. En effet, le texte
littéraire est envisagé comme «la meilleure ethnographie de la culture
d’un pays donnéy!. En dévoilant I’imaginaire social et culturel, il fonde
une voie d’accés aux différents codes sociaux et nous permet de jeter
«un regard qui nous éclaire, fragmentairement, sur un modele culturely?.
Par son biais, le lecteur sera capable de s’initier a la culture d’autrui, de
découvrir d’autres personnages et traditions et de connaitre «la vie des
hommes dans sa vérité quotidienne comme dans son histoire, dans son ici

et maintenant comme dans ses ailleursy3.

1 AMOR. S., 1994, «Document authentique ou texte littéraire en classe de frangaisy,
Etudes de Linguistique Appliquée, p.57.

2 COLLES, L., 1994, Littérature comparée et reconnaissance culturelle, Boeck, D.,
Bruxelles, p.20.

3 ABDALLAH-PRETCEILLE M., PORCHER L., 1996, Education et communication inter—
culturelle, Paris, PUF, p.143.

(2025 Gosle [ 3) cppially Gualall 232l 269



LaSme Lpale Ame (p Sigmill Sl (aieg Ame

Ainsi, pour étudier la culture libanaise dans ses manifestations sociales,
notre analyse va se porter sur deux romans de Asma Abdelkarim et
Alexandre Najjar intitulés respectivement «Raconte— moi Beyrouth : la

vigne et le lierre» et «Le roman de Beyrouthy.

Notre objectif est de montrer les caractéristiques spécifiques de ces ceuvres
francophones et d’analyser les valeurs culturelles et les traditions dans les

domaines social, linguistique et gastronomique.

A cet effet, nous allons commencer par I’analyse des thémes culturels puis
nous procéderons a une analyse comparative afin d’établir les parallélismes

et les contrastes qui existent entre ces romans.

Pour atteindre notre objectif, nous allons nous appuyer sur des théories
de la littérature comparée, notamment sur I’intertextualité culturelle, afin
de mettre en lumiére «la trace d’une culture dans I’écriture [...] culture
latérale définissant un code linguistique et des références a la vie, culture

profonde constituant la mémoire qui s’inscrit dans le grimoire du textex!'.

De méme, notre méthodologie va se concentrer sur I’analyse qualitative
des éléments constitutifs des ceuvres. Cette méthode d’analyse qualitative
s’inspire de Bogdan et Biklen?, qui définissent ce processus comme une
organisation et classification des données, suivies de leur interprétation et

présentation au public.

Mais avant de commencer notre travail, il parait primordial de définir la

notion de culture.

Dans une perspective anthropologique, la culture est considérée comme :«Un
ensemble des faits de civilisation (art, connaissances, coutumes, croyances,

lois, morales, techniques, etc.) par lesquels un groupe (société, communauté,

1 POIRION,D.,«Ecriture et ré—écriture au Moyen Agey, dans Ecriture poétique et composition

romanesque, Orléans, Paradigme, 1994, pp. 460.
2 BOGDAN, R.C., &BIKLEN, S.K., 2006, Introduction to qualitative research methods (Se
éd.). New York,NY: Wiley.
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groupe social particulier) pense, agit, et ressent ses rapports avec la nature,
les hommes et I’absolu; systéme de hiérarchisation des valeurs qui ne se
manifeste pas seulement dans les formes d’expression culturelles mais
aussi a travers la religion, les structures politiques,I’organisation familiale,
I’éducation, voire le développement matériel et techniquey!. Autrement dit,
c’est «un ensemble liéy» de régles, de traditions et de coutumes caractérisant
un groupe social et garantissant la cohésion et les relations entre ses
différents membres. En effet, elle est formée de«petites culturesy. ; toute
communauté est hétérogéne et tous les individus ne possédent pas les
mémes manieres de vie car chacun est déterminé par son statut social, ses

pratiques religieuses, son métier, sa région, etc.

Les deux romans que nous allons étudier ne constituent pas a eux seuls
une représentation exhaustive du discours littéraire libanais mais nous
les avons choisis d’abord parce qu’ils présentent deux perspectives
difféerentes du Liban, ensuite parce qu’ils encadrent les événements

politiques et socioculturels de 1858 a nos jours.

Alexandre Najjar est un écrivain libanais, né a Beyrouth, dans une famille
chrétienne. Il est aussi avocat et |’auteur d’une trentaine de livres traduits
dans une douzaine de langues. «Le Roman de Beyrouthy a obtenu le Prix
Méditerranée en 2005 et le prix Hervé Deluen et a été sélectionné parmi

les meilleurs romans dans la rubrique «Les choix du Pointy.

Dans cette ceuvre, Alexandre Najjar, en combinant histoire et fiction, et
en s’appuyant sur un minutieux travail de recherche, a dressé le portrait
du Liban caractérisé par la multitude de communautés religieuses et a
décrit la société libanaise a travers une saga qui se développe sur trois

générations.

En effet, dans un style parsemé d’expressions et d’anecdotes extraites

1 PIROU, J-P, 2003, Lexique de sciences économiques et sociales, (6eme éd.), Paris,
Editions La Découverte, p.34.
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du dialecte libanais, ce roman représente un vrai ttmoignage de Beyrouth
avec ses déchirures et sa lutte pour la liberté et fait ressusciter les divers
événements qui ont marqué [’histoire politique du Liban: le Mandat
frangais, la Seconde Guerre mondiale, I’Indépendance, le conflit israélo-

palestinien, la guerre du Liban, etc.

Toutes les péripéties gravitent autour de I'immeuble Sarkis et de ses
habitants qui sont la quintessence de cette nation—-mosaique qu’est le
Liban. Les chrétiens, les musulmans et les juifs, avec leurs convictions et
leurs traditions souvent contradictoires, se rassemblent dans la place des
Canons pour révéler les difficultés de cohabitation entre ces trois religions

monothéistes.

Asma Abdel karim, journaliste et traductrice dipldomée de I’Université Saint-
Joseph de Beyrouth et de la Sorbonne, est de pére libanais et de mére
tunisienne. Elle est née et élevée en Tunisie mais la-bas, elle avait grandi
en étrangere : «Rien, hormis I’espace, ne [le] liait a ce pays». Son pére
qui n’a jamais accepté la décision de son propre pére de s’installer dans
ce pays de Maghreb lui répétait toujours : «Notre place n’est pas dans ce
pays ! Nous sommes libanais, ne I’oubliez jamaisy p.31! .C’est pourquoi,
elle a décidé, a 18 ans, de revenir a son pays natal et de s’installer a

Beyrouth.

Dans son roman «Raconte—moi Beyrouthy, elle nous livre une étude détaillée
de la société et de la mentalité libanaise avec ses contradictions et fournit
une documentation de la situation politique en s’intéressant précisément a la
période au cours de laquelle il y a eu la série d’attentats visant les personnalités
antisyriennes. En effet, en mélant habilement le récit et I’histoire d’amour, ce
livre constitue un témoignage puissant sur le Liban ou Abdelkarim permet
aux lecteurs de se rendre compte de la complexité des relations entre les

communautés et de découvrir les spécificités culturelles de ce pays semblable

1 ABDELKARIM, A., 2015, Raconte-moi Beyrouth : La vigne et le lierre, Georama, p.31.
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au Phénix, toujours capable de renaitre de ses cendres.

Les deux écrivains ont traité du Liban multiconfessionnel, des fétes et des
rites religieux et de la gastronomie afin de fournir une vision globale de la

culture libanaise.
Liban, un pays multiconfessionnel

Le Liban est un pays multiculturel et multiconfessionnel. Il est caractérisé par
sa diversité et ses communautés religieuses qui«se référent a des cosmogonies
et a des eschatologies différentes, pour des raisons historiques, sociales,
religieuses et démographiques qui déterminent leur identité spécifique».! En
effet, les différentes collectivités cohabitent mais chacune d’elles posséde ses
propriétés particulieres et se distingue par ses us, ses fétes, ses pratiques et
ses dogmes ; leurs modes de vie et leurs visions du monde semblent distincts
sans étre essentiellement contradictoires. Culturellement gouvernée par la dualité
chrétiens—-musulmans et donc par I’affrontement des deux cultures, la société
libanaise tend a se présenter comme une terre d’accueil et de contacts culturels.
Cependant, elle reste hantée par les différences sociopolitiques qui ont pris la

forme de conflits confessionnels.

Dans son roman, Najjar a bien démontré que cette diversité posséde un
potentiel de conciliation et de conflit. D’une part, il a évoqué que le Liban
formé officiellement de dix—huit communautés religieuses se caractérise par
un vivre—ensemble et représente un espoir, un phare pour I’ensemble du
Moyen-Orient. Pour lui, Beyrouth représente «une mosaique de religions
et de couleurs. Chaque rue posséde son cachet propre, son histoire,
ses habitués, ses coutumes, ses maniesy. Cette ville est «multiforme,
plurielle, et pourtant unique !». p.36 Les mosquées et les églises se

cotoient et témoignent de ce pluralisme religieux. A plusieurs reprises, il

1 CHAMOUN, M., 1997, “La diversité ethnique et culturelle et la construction nationale:
le cas du Liban” in S.Abou, K. Haddad, La diversité linguistique et culturelle et enjeux du
développement, Liban : imprimerie catholique, Araya, p.64.
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a insisté sur I’esprit d’ouverture et de dialogue entre ces communautés.
Nous en citons quelques—unes : le pére de Philippe était un médecin
qui «prodiguait ses soins a Ali, Mohamad, David ou Georges, avec le
méme dévouementy p. 77«[...] le chant du muezzin et les cloches du
beffroi qui se répondaient bruyamment. Le croissant de la mosquée et
la croix de I’église se détachaient sur un ciel clair : on e(t dit qu’ils se
superposaient»p.97 ; «toute la ville de Beyrouth se retrouve la. Il y a [...]
les jeunes voilées de la banlieue du Sud ou en minijupe d’Achrafieh [...]
p.354; «un monument sculpté [...], représentant deux pleureuses, I’une
chrétienne, I’autre musulmane, se tenant les mains au—-dessus d’une urne

funéraire [...] p.104.

D’autre part, il a indiqué que cette mosaique confessionnelle a connu des

périodes difficiles et a été secouée par plusieurs conflits.

Par exemple, a travers I’histoire de sa famille (son grand—pére Roukoz, son pére
Elias, etc.), le narrateur Philippe relate I’histoire du Liban hanté par les combats
entre les druzes et les chrétiens en 1853, la guerre civile, etc. En effet, dans
cette derniére, les protagonistes se sont attaqués pour des raisons politiques et

religieuses.

Alexandre Naijjar qui a vécu sur place les quinze ans de la guerre civile
libanaise a décrit «Beyrouth qui agonisait. Maisons détruites, immeubles
criblés de balles [...] La place des Canons était défigurée, méconnaissable
[...] p.307 et a traduit la peur de I'autre affectant les relations entre
les collectivités. Quelques libanais refusaient «I’idée de cohabiter avec
des gens «de I’autre bordy» p.75. L’éducation scolaire et familiale, le
fanatisme religieux, I’ignorance de I’autre, la crainte de la différence et
les préjugés peuvent expliquer les raisons de cette incommunicabilité et
de cette fermeture sur soi. Par exemple, la mére de Philippe, étant élevée

dans une famille catholique et ayant recu ses études chez les Dames de
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—

Nazareth, acceptait mal ses voisins «ayant [...] des idées et des coutumes

différentes des siennesy.p.77

Cette peur se traduit aussi par le refus du mariage interreligieux qui constitue
une grande menace pour la cohésion des familles et de la communauté ;
ni les religieux ni la société n’acceptent de telles unions et les encadrent
par des regles strictes. Epouser quelqu’un d’un autre groupe constitue
une trahison pour la famille. Lorsque Philippe, le chrétien, voulait se

marier avec Nour, la musulmane, il a essayé de lire le Coran et I’Evangile.

Dans le Coran, il a trouvé que «ceux qui, parmi vous, abjureront leur
religion et mourront infidéles, vaines seront pour eux leurs actions dans la

Vie Immédiate et Derniére [...]».p.293

De méme, chez les chrétiens d’Orient, les choses ne sont pas
simples : «’homme ne peut se marier avec une femme infidéle, a la

condition qu’elle devienne chrétienney.p.293

Philippe a décidé de défier la société et de pratiquer la khatifé, une tradition
en usage surtout dans les villages libanais pour des raisons financiéres,
et de se marier en Chypre, vu que le mariage civil n’existe pas au Liban
parce qu’il a estimé que leur «échec personnel symbolisait I’échec du
pays tout entier, de la coexistence, de I’union nationale- al wahda al

watania— et de ce qu’on appelait «al aaich el mouchtaraky. p.293.

Najjar a essayé de montrer que malgré les conflits, les libanais choisissent
d’oublier les différences et d’écarter de leur mémoire la peur, les noirceurs
de I’histoire et tout ce qui peut les séparer afin de maintenir la paix et
la réconciliation nationale. C’est un peuple qui a «une faculté d’oubli et

d’adaptation [...] La guerre est a peine finie qu’il festoie déjay. p.224

De son co6té, Asma a étudié le fanatisme religieux dans «Raconte-moi
Beyrouthy. Elle a insisté sur I’extrémisme qui a déclenché la guerre

civile et a démasqué les disparités entre les communautés, voire a
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I’intérieur d’une méme communauté. Le Liban a sombré dans un conflit
dans lequel le confessionnalisme et la politique s’imposent comme des
facteurs majeurs. En effet, cette guerre a scindé Beyrouth en deux
entités distinctes, irréconciliables et aux destins divergents: «[...] nous
allons «changer de Beyrouthy, [...] on va quitter Mohamad, Hussein et Ali
pour retrouver Antoine, Maroun et Michel». La ligne de démarcation était
la limite entre Beyrouth—-Est totalement chrétienne et Beyrouth—Ouest a
majorité musulmane. Cette ligne sépare des citoyens qui se distinguent

par I’origine, la confession et le comportement social.

De méme, la romanciére a étudié cette crainte de I'autre se dévoilant
par I’attitude islamophobe de certains chrétiens qui ne gardent de leurs
«compatriotes musulmansy que I’image «des miliciens qui ont massacré
des familles entiéres dans [leur] région natale pendant la guerre» p.82.
La violence a dégradé I’unité nationale, a creusé des fossés et a morcelé

I’identité libanaise.

Mais, elle a surtout insisté sur le sentiment de supériorité des sunnites
sur les chiites au Liban. Les sunnites «sont persuadés qu’en leur qualité
d’orthodoxes, ils détiennent la vérité de I’islamy»p.90 et considérent que les
chiites «ne sont que des imposteurs a la solde de I'lranyp.90 et «des
villageois ruraux et incivilsy qui représentent «une classe sociale inférieure
[...] et porteuse de tous les vices»p.90. Entre ces deux principaux courants
de I’lslam, le conflit est aux mille visages. Au—dela de I’aspect religieux,
la fracture entre eux est aussi sociologique et politique. En effet, au Liban,
les sunnites s’installant dans les grandes villes et menant par conséquent
une vie aisée, se croient meilleurs que les chiites et les accusent d’étre

principalement fideles a I’lran, pas aux états dans lesquels ils résident.

Le mariage interreligieux a encore été abordé par Abelkarim. Elle a démontré
que «pour célébrer des noces, il faut passer par les instances religieusesy

et qu’ «aucune union entre deux personnes de confession différente n’est
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envisageable»p.93 car la famille et les amis renieront les mariés et ne les
accepteront jamais. En effet, la société se dresse contre le mariage mixte,
tout d’abord, par souci de préserver la culture et I’lhomogénéité sociale,
ensuite par souci de faire éviter les conflits qui peuvent surgir entre les
conjoints. En effet, les libanais «feignent I’ouverture, la tolérance et la
laicité», mais au fond, chacun d’eux reste attaché a sa religion et a ses

croyances.

Bref, dans cette partie, nous trouvons que les deux romanciers ont étudié
les difficultés qui affrontent les grandes histoires d’amour qui «ne sont
pas en mesure d’infléchir [les] regles ni d’y faire facey».p.92 Au Liban,
le mariage civil est impossible et seul le mariage religieux est reconnu
et autorisé. Pour unir des époux de religions différentes, des couples
s’unissent civilement a I’étranger. En effet, le systéme institutionnel au
Liban baigne dans une véritable contradiction. D’une part, nous sommes
face a une modernité et évolution incomparable, et de I’autre part nous
nous dressons devant une institutionnalisation intense des communautés
religieuses. Le fanatisme religieux empéche I’acception de ce type de
relation dans les sociétés multicommunautaires et féter son amour s’avére

comme un acte militant.

La mosaique confessionnelle, avec ses conflits et ses ententes, a été
de méme abordée dans les deux romans. Mais, Najjar qui a connu une
enfance et une adolescence marquées par les quinze ans de la guerre civile
et qui a lutté avec la réalité de son pays fragmenté, a mieux développé les
causes et les conséquences de cette dualité. Pour lui, la guerre est une
réalité quotidienne. Quant a Asma, vu qu’elle a mené son adolescence
en Tunisie, cette guerre se présente comme une actualité lointaine.
Néanmoins, durant ses séjours au Liban, elle a découvert la société chiite
grace a son ami Abbas et a réussi d’étudier la fracture théologique entre

les sunnites et les chiites.
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Les fétes et les rites religieux

Les fétes revétent des fonctions primordiales pour la communauté. En
effet, elles assurent la cohésion et I’lhomogénéité d’une collectivité et
par son rdle conservateur, elles certifient le transfert de génération en
geénération d’un ordre pouvant revenir aux origines. Au Liban, I’identité
culturelle et les comportements des individus sont déterminés par la
religion et ses rites. Les régles établies par la confession influent tout
individu, concrétisent des traditions identitaires puissantes et se traduisent
par des pratiques intensément respectées et enracinées dans la mémoire
individuelle et collective. Les libanais, toutes confessions confondues, sont

tres attachés a ces pratiques.

Par exemple, Najjar, issu d’une famille maronite, a souligné I’importance
de certains rites chrétiens comme le fait de servir la messe et son role
purificateur : «Cet exercice me convenait : j’allais devenir, aux yeux
de mes camarades, un initié, un pury et a tourné en dérision d’autres
traditions qui, selon lui, prétaient a sourire comme «I’interdiction de balayer

le mercredi saint [...], sous peine d’étre dévoré par les fourmis !» p.78

Le romancier fait toujours abstraction de la société ou il est né ; c’est
pourquoi Najjar s’est surtout intéressé aux fétes religieuses chrétiennes
et a leurs nourritures symboliques : «il y avait Noél. Avec I’immense
creche, le sapin enguirlandé et la dinde gavée de noix ; la Sainte Barbe
ou nous savourions de blé concassé parfumé a I’eau de fleur d’oranger
[...]; le dimanche des Rameaux (la Chaanine) ou nous portions nos plus
beaux habits [...], le jeudi saint et sa kebbé haziné [...] ; Paques, avec les
délicieux maamoul que ma meére confectionnait [...] ; la féte de la Croix

avec ses feux de joie [...]», «[...] la féte de saint Maron [...].

Cependant, nous signalons le recours quasi exclusif au mois sacré des

musulmans «le ramadany avec ses spécialités culinaires et ses rituels
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: «Pendant le ramadan, il acceptait toujours les invitations a liftar [...], ce
repas pris a la fin de la journée de jeline, composé de plats traditionnels
comme la soupe de lentilles, le fattouch, la moghrabieh, servis avec du
jus d’abricot. [...]. La nuit, lorsque le moussaharati sillonnait les rues en
tapant sur son tambourin et en récitant des versets du Coran pour réveiller

les fidéles et les inviter au souhour [...].»

Les fétes chrétiennes sont plus nombreuses au Liban et le démarquent
de son environnement arabe. Elles sont célébrées avec ferveur car elles
incarnent les liens sociaux et remémorent des souvenirs collectifs qui
instaurent I’histoire de la collectivité et de sa mémoire commune. Le plus
souvent, elles sont accompagnées des repas pour rassembler la famille et

mettre tréve aux disputes.

De son co6te, Asma Abelkarim élevée dans une atmosphére religieuse
sunnite s’est préoccupée du culte islamique et a abordé les différentes
célébrations religieuses partagées par la totalité des musulmans qu’ils
soient sunnites ou chiites. Elle a évoqué Aid al-Adha, qui est considéré
comme «La deuxiéme plus grande féte religieuse des musulmansy, et Le
Ramadan qui engage les musulmans au jelne et a la priere et qui est
marqué par des traditions locales, des plats traditionnels autant que des
rituels sacrés : «[...]le débutde Ramadan [...]. L’ambiance est a la féte. Les
rues sont décorées |[...]. Lors de I’appel a la priere annongant la rupture du
jelne, les rues deviennent désertes [...]». De plus, AbdelKarim, influencée
par son histoire d’amour avec Abbas, un jeune homme chiite, a révélé son
admiration d’abord pour I’islam chiite qui «prouve sa capacité d’adaptation
et parait plus a méme d’étre dans I’air du temps que les autres branches
de I’islamy».p.172 et ensuite, pour sayyed Hassan Nasrallah qui possede
un «charisme incontestable» et une «aura diviney. p.65. Plusieurs pages
du roman ont été consacrées a la description des villages du Sud, des

ruelles de Dahiyeh, de la vie quotidienne de ses habitants et des réunions
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politiques du Hezbollah. Elle a trouvé que cette ville « est un monde a
la fois familier et mystérieux. Familier par la simplicité des négoces, [...]
mystérieux pas ses décorations achouriennes, ses femmes vétues en noir
de la téte au pied, conduisant des 4 x4 [...]» p.48. De méme, elle s’est
intéressée a Achoura, la plus grande commémoration chiite et a raconté
I’origine et les significations de cet événement religieux : «Les ruelles de
Dahiyeh sont ornées de guirlandes noires [...]. C’étaient les préparatifs
d’Achoura [...], période pendant laquelle les libanais de confession chiite
se rassemblent dans des Husseiniyeh [...]. Il s’agit d’écouter un narrateur,
pendant les dix jours d’Achoura, s’exprimant le plus souvent en dialecte

irakien, qui raconte jour aprés jour la passion de I’imam Husseiny.

Au Liban, il existe deux modes de vie déterminés par les deux religions
et donc deux cultures principales. Chacun des deux écrivains s’est limité
a décrire minutieusement les fétes célébrées dans sa propre religion en
faisant allusion a celles des autres. En effet, la guerre civile a empéché
Najjar qui est né dans une famille chrétienne et qui a été scolarisée chez

les Jésuites de bien découvrir la communauté musulmane;

c’est pourquoi, il se contente de mentionner une seule féte religieuse des
musulmans, alors qu’il s’est livré a donner au lecteur une vision détaillée

des fétes chrétiennes.

De son coté, Asma a insisté sur les célébrations musulmanes mais son
appartenance a la communauté sunnite ne I’a pas empéchée de fournir
une analyse développée de la société chiite et des rituels de Achoura, car
lors de son arrivée au Liban, son ami Abbas I’a emmenée a un Majliss, a
Dahiyeh et aux différents villages du Sud. Tout cela a offert I’opportunité

a Asma d’observer et de déceler une culture nouvelle.

280




a~eR]

AaSoa Beraleygias gy Alone

—

La gastronomie libanaise, un patrimoine culturel vivant

La gastronomie est I’une des voies les plus efficaces qui permet de
découvrir I’ame et I’esprit d’un pays. Elle représente une forme concrete
d’humanisme et d’universalisme. En effet, elle est un élément culturel trés

reconnaissable et une composante primordiale de I’identité d’un pays.

Fruit de plusieurs influences culturelles, la cuisine libanaise, située au
carrefour de plusieurs pays, se distingue par sa finesse, sa diversité et la
richesse des saveurs et des couleurs. Elle est considérée comme le reflet
de notre culture et notre vision du monde. C’est «un bonheur pour les

yeux aussi bien que pour le palaisy.

Dans Le Roman de Beyrouth, Najjar a parlé de la variété de la cuisine

libanaise, et il s’est surtout préoccupé:

—-du mezzé, référence culturelle essentielle du Liban, qui est servi avec
le pain arabe sous la forme d’assortiments de petits plats : «<hommos,

mtabal, taboulé, kebbé...». C’est une «gastronomie de I’ceily.p.319

—des sandwichs qui sont trés populaires, en particulier «chawarma et
falafely p.303.

—des desserts et des boissons comme «[le] knefé, la mouhallabig, [...] le

sousse, le jellabl...]»107, I’arak., le vin.

Pareillement, dans Raconte—-moi Beyrouth, nous avons découvert plusieurs
plats composant un excellent petit déjeuner «semblable a un brunch
gargantuesque qui s’éternise».p.71. A table, nous trouvons «du fromage
feta, des manoucheh de thym et de fromage, une assiette de houmous, une
théiére, une assiette de légumes frais [...] des tomates, des concombres,
des carottes, des radis et de la menthe. [...] Un vrai régal pour les yeux
et les papillesyp.71. Les manoucheh, devenus embléme national de la
cuisine libanaise, ont surtout retenu I’attention de la romanciére. Elle a

consacré un paragraphe pour évoquer ses composantes : «ces galettes
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semblables a des crépes épaisses qu’on agrémente, au choix, avec du
thym séché et mélangé a des graines de sésame, ou avec du fromage
bulgare kashkawan [...] p.112. De méme, le «kallaj et les pichets de
jallab» 168 et la classique de la gastronomie libanaise, le mezzé, ont
été encore cités : «homous, baba ghanouj, fatouch, tabouleh, chanklich,

labneh, falafel, makanek ...»p.168.

Dans les deux romans étudiés, une littérature culinaire est représentée
avec amour et précision évoquant les distincts mets raffinés, savoureux et

délicieux.

Tout écrivain est le fils de son environnement. Najjar qui a passé son
enfance et son adolescence au Liban, traduit par son écriture ses propres
expériences, sa vie quotidienne. C’est pourquoi, il parait naturel que la
gastronomie libanaise soit plus développée chez lui que chez Asma. En
effet, la romanciére a été fascinée par le monde culinaire «levantin mirifique
alliant des saveurs et des odeurs [...] enchantent les yeux et les papillesy
p.169, quand elle est revenue a son pays natal ; mais son expérience
n’est pas comparable a un citoyen habitué depuis longtemps aux plats

typiques du pays du Ceédre.
Les traditions libanaises

Le roman de Beyrouth tient la route et fournit aux lecteurs une vision
exacte et claire de la société libanaise et de ses traditions. Najjar a
dessiné le portrait des libanais a travers des saynétes bourrées de mots,
d’expressions et de courts passages purement libanais. Nous trouvons
des répliques, des proverbes et des expressions idiomatiques, dont la
majorité appartient au dialecte local. Par I’'usage de ces termes, Najjar
veut viser la véracité du message et la mémoire collective libanaise. De
plus, ces alternances codiques traduisent ce pluralisme culturel et refletent

I’image d’une société de culture si riche et ouverte.
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Nous allons étudier surtout le cas des proverbes puisés dans le patrimoine
dialectal qui traduisent des aspects importants de la sagesse populaire
et procédent a I’attachement du libanais a la spécificité culturelle. Par
exemple, le proverbe local : «Fallah mekfi, sultan mekhfiy p.174 illustre
cette habitude chez les paysans de regorger «de provisions (ou mouneé)
en prévision de I’hiver, comprenant du kichk [...] et du debs [...]» ou le
dicton «Mech beyess temmo ella emmo»p.202 incarnant le conservatisme,

la naiveté et I’innocence.

Najjar a parlé aussi de I’hospitalité des libanais qui sont optimistes et
amicaux. lls saluent chaleureusement leurs hétes et les embrassent trois
fois (comme le veut I’'usage au Liban p.273). lls concedent une grande
importance a I’apparence et choisissent «avec raffinement vétements et

accessoires»p.83.

lls adorent la vie, le chant et la danse et sont passionnés par le folklore
artistique. C’est pourquoi les séances de zajal et de dabkeh sont toujours
organisées dans les villages et par les différentes communautés. Le zajal
est une poésie libanaise «déclamée dans une langue simple, imagée,
devant une bouteille d’arak et un panier garni de légumes, au rythme
d’un petit tambourin appelé daffy p.288, est un art populaire traditionnel
qui occupe une grande place dans les festivals et les réunions familiales.
En effet, ces échanges verbaux suggérent la beauté du pays et favorise
la cohésion sociale. De méme, la dabkeh est aussi trés populaire. C’est
une danse nationale «traditionnelle ou filles et gargcons, en arc de cercle,
[...] sautillent et martelent le sol de leurs pieds au rythme du nay et du

tambouriny.p.288

Pour eux, parler couramment francais est un atout et un privilege. En
effet, le francgais est la langue de prestige surtout chez les chrétiens. Par
exemple, a I’école des Jésuites les bons en frangais regoivent «des prix

d’excellencey tandis que «ceux qui éprouvaient du mal a s’exprimer dans
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la langue de Moliére se retrouvaient bons comme des pestiférésy p.105

De plus, Najjar a mis I’accent sur I’importance des wejbet dans la vie des
libanais. En effet, ces derniers sont attachés aux devoirs moraux, ces
regles imposeées par la société. Par exemple, lorsque le pere de Philippe
est mort, sa femme «a noté les noms de ceux qui sont venus aux funérailles

[pour aller a son tour] lorsqu’ils seront mortsy p.223

Nonobstant cet esprit d’ouverture et cet amour de la vie, les libanais restent
attachés a des idées désuétes et périmées comme le fait de «toucher au
bois pour éloigner le mauvais ceil» p.84. De méme, ils considérent que
«Ham el banat lil mamaty et que la naissance d’un garcon est essentielle
pour garder «la survivance de la lignée et la postérité du géniteury p.103.
Cependant, cette mentalité a changé et nous trouvons que de nos jours la
femme commence a jouer un réle primordial dans la politique. Les femmes
de différentes communautés et de différentes classes sociales participent
aux manifestations et revendiquent la liberté, I’unité et la paix : «[...] il y
avait la des personnalités connues —€pouses de ministres ou de députés-—,
des femmes de haute société, mais aussi des épouses de commergants et
d’artisans, unies par la méme soif d’indépendance. [...] En chemin, elles

furent rejointes par un groupe de jeunes musulmanes [...]» p.182.

Chez Asma Abdelkarim, nous trouvons qu’elle a, de méme, parlé de la
dabkeh, de I’hospitalité qui caractérise les libanais, du réle de la femme et
de la langue de Moliére qui est «vénérée au Liban, [et] suscite le respect

de I’interlocuteury. p.56

En ce qui concerne «la danse traditionnelle libanaise»p.218, elle a révélé
que la dabkeh revét un réle crucial dans les fétes. Cette danse populaire se
transmet de génération en génération et constitue un symbole du patrimoine
folklorique. Pratiquée le plus souvent dans les noces, les banquets et les

fétes occasionnelles, elle a de nombreuses variables régionales mais reste

284




o 4R

AaSoa Beraleygias gy Alone

le dénominateur commun culturel des libanais.

Comme Najjar, elle a montré que la femme est sur le devant de la scéne
dans les manifestations et elle a insisté sur ses droits sexuels. Elle considére
que les femmes ont droit a une vie sexuelle sans risque, ni contrainte. Par
exemple, Asma a décrit la scéne d’amour avec son bien—aimé Maxime
pour lutter contre I’idée enracinée dans les esprits des libanais et des
orientaux, que la virginité est attachée a I’honneur de la famille. Avec
ce jeune homme, elle a brisé tous les régles et les principes : «mes
sempiternelles cogitations sur la virginité et sur la légitimité des relations
sexuelles avant le mariage s’étaient évanouis sur I’autel du désir charnel
[...]»p.142.

La romanciere a aussi démontré I’hospitalité des libanais en établissant
une comparaison entre la mentalité des occidentaux et les Orientaux. Elle
démontre I’hospitalité de son peuple face a I’individualisme des francais.
Elle estime que «la perception de I’hospitalité, de I’accueil et de I’échange
est totalement différente entre les deux rives de la Méditerranéey p.207.
Chez les libanais, il parait «inconcevable de rendre vide une assiette qui
[...] a été offerte remplie ; tandis que les francais sont convaincus que

«’un jouit du plaisir d’offrir, I’autre du plaisir de recevoiry p.207.

Asma déteste les francais ; elle les accuse d’avoir ce sentiment de
supériorité «nourri par les cours de géopolitique résumant la situation du
Liban a I’incapacité des Libanais a se mettre d’accord et aux guerres
fratricides [...]» p.210.

En effet, Asma a justifié son choix de I’exemple frangais en expliquant que «
les gens [qu’elle a eu] a croiser ou a fréquenter étaient de cette nationalité,
majoritaire parmi les jeunes Européens et les jeunes Occidentaux qui
séjournent a Beyrouth»p.210. Mais, cette haine est effectivement due a

I’occupation militaire de la Tunisie par la France. Les relations entre ces
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deux pays étaient marquées, durant la période coloniale, par la violence

et le mépris.
Parallélismes et contrastes

Dans la partie précédente, nous avons étudié les différents themes
culturels abordés dans les deux romans. Nous avons remarqué que les
points communs sont plus nombreux que les points divergents et que ces
deux ceuvres se complétent pour donner aux lecteurs une vision globale

du Liban vu de deux perspectives distinctes.

Nous allons commencer par les parallélismes existant entre les romans du

corpus:
- Plan linguistique

Selon les deux écrivains, la langue frangaise, introduite par le mandat
frangais et répandue par I’école, est devenue I’une des grandes
langues de communication au Liban et son emploi est alors un signe

de prestige et un critére d’appartenance surtout a la religion chrétienne.
- La dabkeh

Les romanciers se mettent d’accord sur ce point : les libanais sont toujours
préts a faire la féte et que la dabkeh constitue un élément culturel collectif

entre les différentes communautés.
- L’hospitalité

Notre pays est un pays d’accueil et le peuple libanais est dynamique,
hospitalier et généreux. Cette terre est hospitaliére aux hommes, aux

idées et aux différentes cultures.
—Le Liban multiconfessionnel

Les deux romans constituent un témoignage de différentes confessions

présentes sur la terre libanaise et qui cohabitent, selon les époques, en
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plus ou moins entente.

- Le mariage interreligieux

Le mariage mixte génére beaucoup de tensions et de problémes au sein
des familles mais beaucoup de libanais décident de s’unir malgré les
différences culturelles et confessionnelles et ils ne trouvent qu’un seul
moyen d’aller se marier ailleurs. Mais de nos jours, la mentalité a changé,
le mariage mixte est devenu plus recevable et le débat du mariage civil
agite le Liban malgré I’opposition et le refus des chefs religieux. Dans
Raconte—-moi Beyrouth : la vigne et le lierre et Le roman de Beyrouth, ce

sujet a été analysé a travers deux histoires d’amour.
- La gastronomie

La cuisine libanaise fascine par sa diversité et sa richesse les citoyens
et les étrangers et elle a été de méme mentionnée par les deux, mais

elle a été plus développée avec Najjar.
- La guerre civile

Najjar et Abdelkarim se sont intéressés aux méfaits de la guerre
civile et ont présenté le fanatisme religieux qui était la cause de son
déclenchement. La société libanaise se noie dans cette dualité islamo-

chrétienne et qui instaure ce clivage entre les libanais.
—La peur de I’autre

Cette peur de la différence due a I’ignorance de I’autre hante la société
libanaise. L’islamophobie et la crainte d’installer un régime musulman

au Liban ont été respectivement étudiées par Abdelkarim et Najjar.

Aprés avoir déemontré les parallélismes, nous allons signaler les

contrastes se trouvant entre les ceuvres :
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- L’attitude envers les francgais

Dans son roman, Najjar, scolarisé chez les Jésuites, cherche a révéler le
role civilisateur de la France. En effet, la majorité des libanais considérent
la France comme «Notre meére tendrey. De son cbté, Adelkatim tend
a exprimer son dédain envers les francgais et les accuse d’avoir «une

attitude hautaine [et un] ton docte et arrogant [...]»p. 211.
- Les alternances codiques

Le recours au libanisme semble trés rare chez Abdelkarim alors qu’il est
fréquent et abondant chez Najjar. La langue arabe est bien présente en

filigrane dans le texte de Najjar qui se nourrit de I’imaginaire arabe.
- Les traditions culturelles

Najjar s’est attaché a dévoiler les traditions de la culture chrétienne
en insistant sur les fétes, les rites etc., quant a Abdelkarim, elle a été
influencée par la religion arabo—musulmane et spécifiquement par la
communauté chiite. Achoura, le contrat de mariage temporaire etc.,

ont été abordés dans Raconte—-moi Beyrouth : la vigne et le lierre.
— Le cadre historique

Asma fournit une documentation de la situation politique en s’intéressant
précisément a la période au cours de laquelle il y a eu la série d’attentats
visant les personnalités antisyriennes et a plusieurs reprises, elle a parlé
de la haine des libanais envers les Syriens ; tandis que Najjar raconte
I’histoire du Liban dés I’occupation ottomane jusqu’a la fin de la guerre

civile, sans aucune allusion a cette hostilité contre la Syrie.

Conclusion

Le Liban se distingue par ses multiples facettes, fagonnées par sa diversité
religieuse et culturelle. Véritable carrefour de civilisations, il abrite une

mosaique de confessions qui coexistent, chacune enrichissant la société par
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ses traditions, ses valeurs et son influence. Quant a sa richesse culturelle,
elle s’exprime a travers son patrimoine, sa littérature et sa musique, oscillant
entre modernité et traditions séculaires.

Cette diversité confere au Liban un caractére unique, ou religion et

culture occupent une place essentielle dans la construction de I’identité
individuelle et collective, contribuant ainsi a la complexité et a la richesse de
son paysage social.
Dans les deux romans «Raconte— moi Beyrouth : la vigne et le lierrey
d’Asma Abdelkarim et «Le roman de Beyrouthy d’Alexandre Najjar, chaque
écrivain a tenté de dépeindre son propre Liban, une vision influencée par sa
religion, son expérience personnelle et son idéologie. Cependant, entre ces
ceuvres, existent plus de parallélismes que de contrastes et les écrivains,
a travers des enjeux similaires, ont fourni une vision globale et exhaustive
du Liban. En les lisant, le lecteur étranger apprend beaucoup de choses
sur ce peuple qui se distingue par deux modes de vie et par deux cultures
principales.
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Abstract

Christian historians in Islamic Egypt were not interested in general history
only, as did John al-Naqgyusi and Said bin Tariq, or in the history of
biographies and biographies, as did Sawiris bin al-Mugqaffa in his book “The
History of the Patriarchs of Alexandria”. However, they excelled in another
type of historical writing that is no less important than the previous two
types, which is writing in systems, civilization and plans; They wrote about
government systems, financial laws, management methods, agricultural
affairs, and surveying engineering(’), as did Ibn Mammati in his book “
Qawanin al-Dawawin “. As for the plans® and the history of churches
and monasteries, another historian known as Abu al-Makarem bin Gerges
bin Masoud took care of them in his book “The History of the Churches
and Monasteries of Egypt”. These two books have their own importance
in the study of Islamic systems and civilization, especially in Egypt during
the transition period from Fatimid rule to Ayyubid rule, specifically during
the twelfth century AD (sixth AH), as they are indispensable sources for
the history of this period. In this study, the book “Laws of Divans” by Ibn
Mammati is studied and demonstrated its importance as a source of Islamic
history and the history of Egypt in this period. The research included three
demands, dealing with the first requirement: his name, lineage and birth. In
it, we studied his culture, the most important features of his personality, his
writings, and the definition of the book “Laws of Divans”. As for the second
section, the approach of Ibn Mammati in the book “Laws of Divans” was
studied analytically, while the third topic focused on the importance of the

book “Laws of Divans” as a source of Islamic civilization and systems.

Keywords: |bn Mammati , Egypt, ministry, historical method, divans,

Islamic systems, ecclesiastical history.
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1. The Life of lbon Mammati and “ Qawanin al-Dawawin “
1.1 The life of Ibn Mammati

He is the judge, Al-Asaad Abu Al-Makarim, Asaad bin Al-Khater, Abi
Saeed Muhdhab bin Mina bin Zakariya bin Abi Qudamah bin Abi Malih
Matati Al-Masry, the writer and poet(®. Banu Mammati is an honorable
Coptic family, originally from Asyut in Upper Egypt. She was a Christian. It
belongs to Abi Al-Maleeh Mina bin Zakariya, who was called my death, but
rather a title of my death, because — as narrated by Ibn Khalkan — there
was a great price in Egypt, and Abu Malih was a lot of charity and feeding,
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especially for Muslim children, so he was famous for it.) Yaqut mentions
in (Mu‘jam al-"Adaba’) the transfer of Bani Mammati from the city of
Assiut to Egypt,®) and he says, “They came to Egypt, served, advanced,
and took over the states, and he (i.e. Abu al-Malih) with that is from the
people of a house in ancient writing, and he is like the ruler of the Egyptian
lands without a hand on his hand and to my death many works”©).

When the caliph al-Mustansir Billah (427 - 487 AH / 1035 - 1094 AD)
summoned Badr al-Jamali from Acre and the governors of the ministry in
Egypt (466 — 487 AH / 1074 — 1094 AD), Abu Malih called him, worked at
his service and wrote in the Diwan of Egypt(’). Responsible for the Diwan”,
which is one of the higher administrative positions in the Fatimid state,
and the owner of this position is one of the books of funds in the diwans,
and his work is controlling the Diwan affiliated to him, and he was named
because of his importance® as the “Qutb of the Diwan’®); because he
used to control the daily work of the Diwan and monitor the employees,
in addition to informing those in charge of the Diwan of what should be
collected from the financial resources on the specified dates(!9). Abu Malih
became “Mammati” entourage and followers, and the state’s elders sat
with him, and he spoke to writers, and poets praised him, and some of
them stopped praising him in hope of his giving. And Abu Al-Salt mentions
in his book “ Alrisalat Almisria “ that Abu Taher Ismail bin Muhammad Al-

Nasha’, known as Ibn Makanseh, stopped praising him:
What can | expect from life?

With this world’s constant change and strife?

The Christians’ disbelief after

My beloved father’s death is a bitter aftertaste.

Neither the generous nor the miser Betrayed their faith.

Yaqut al-Hamawi deduces from the previous verses of Ibn Maknisah that
it is possible that the Christians assassinated or killed Abu Malih (13),
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It is narrated that when al-Afdal ibn Amir al-Juyush (487 - 515 AH /
1094 - 1121 AD) took over after his father, lon Mekneseh entered upon
him praising him, and said to him “Your hope is gone with the death of
Abi al-Malih, so what brought you to us, forbade him and did not accept
his praise” (4. As for al-Muhadhdhab, the historian’s father, and he was
called al-Khateer, he took over after the death of his father (Abi al-Malih
Matati) the army office in Egypt in the late days of the Fatimids and the first
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Ayyubid state. And the owner of the “Mu‘jam al-"Adaba’” mentions that
he found a book from the works of Al-Asaad bin Mammati (606 AH/1209
AD) written on the back was Al-Muhadhdhab, his father, known as Al-
Khatir, was appointed to the Diwan Al-lgat’a, and he is on the religion of

Christianity (19).

When Emir Asad al-Din Shirkuh became vizier to the Caliph al-‘Adid in
564 AH/1169 CE, he imposed strict measures on the Christians, ordering
them to tighten their belts and raise their head coverings. The Patriarch
wrote to him,(19) requesting that he either cancel this order or alleviate its

severity, saying:

O Lion of Faith, and those who follow your path,
Why this cruelty, this violent wrath?

Preserve the Prophet’s teachings, pure and true,
Why subject us to such pain and woe?(1)

Among them and removing the tyranny, Al-Khatir wrote to him asking
him to cancel this matter or mitigate it, but Shirkuh did not respond to
him, rather when he learned that Al-Khatir was carrying out his job and
sitting in the court without change, he forbade him from that, and obligated
him to be the Christians.(!8) In order to preserve his position and avoid
the restrictions placed upon non—-Muslims, and to prevent his rivals from
taking advantage of him under Shirkuh and Saladin, the Patriarch and his

sons converted to Islam at the hands of Saladin himself. Shirkuh initially
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accepted their conversion but eventually dismissed him from his position.
(19 The Patriarch passed away on Wednesday, the sixth of Ramadan, 577
AH/1182 CE.®% His son, al-As’ad Abu al-Makarim, a scribe, poet, and
historian, succeeded him as the head of the military diwan.!

C. His Birth:

Most historians who documented the life of As‘ad ibn al-Muhadhdhab
agree that he was born in Egypt in the year 544 AH | 1149 CE®2.
This means that he spent the early part of his life during the transitional
period from the Fatimid Caliphate to the Ayyubid dynasty. He witnessed
the sweeping changes that took place in the government bureaus and
observed the new rulers’ perspectives on the identity of those who would
lead the administrative offices of their state. This prompted him, along with
his father, to adapt to the unfolding events. Together with his family, he
publicly embraced Islam under the guidance of Saladin, enabling them to

retain their positions in the government bureaus) 23.(
D. His Works:

As‘ad was renowned for his literary talent and his numerous works,
most of which fall within the realm of literature 4. Al-‘Imad al-lsfahani
described him as “a man of virtue, a man of letters, a poet, and a prose
writer... who cultivated literature and authored works in various fields” ().
Yaqut al-Hamawi noted, “He produced many works aimed at imparting
moral lessons, often presenting them through anecdotes and narratives
directed at the elite. While these works were not scientifically profound,

they resembled the writings of al-Tha‘alibi and his contemporaries” ().

We now turn to the works of Ibn Mammati that are relevant to history, the
most important of which include:

Kitab al-Fashiaish fi Ahkam Qaraqiish (The Book of Nonsense on the
Judgments of Qaraqiish):

This work is a sharp literary portrayal of the administration of Qaraqush,
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one of Saladin’s ministers. ‘Abd al-Latif Hamzah published this book as
a standalone volume within the series “Kitab al-Yawm” (Book of the Day)
and later included it as part of his book Thalath Shakhgiyyat fi al-Tarikh
(Three Personalities in History). This book features the biographies of
three historical figures: ‘Abd Allah ibn al-Muqaffa‘, the author of Kalilah
wa-Dimnah; Saladin; and Baha’ al-Din Qaraqiish) 2’.(

Kitab Sirat Salah al-Din Yasuf ibn Ayyib (The Biography of Saladin) (9

According to accounts by Ibn Khallikan *9, Ibn Kathir (%, and al-Maqrizi
(1), this work was composed in poetic form but has since been lost.

Kitab Qawanin al-Dawawin (The Laws of the Administrative Bureaus).
1.2 “ Qawanin al-Dawawin “
1.2.1 Introducing “ Qawanin al-Dawawin “

Al-Magrizi states in his Khitat: “The book Qawanin al-Dawawin (The
Laws of the Administrative Bureaus) was authored by him (referring to
Ibn Mammati) for King al-‘Aziz(®? (589-595 AH / 1193-1198 CE). It
concerns the administrative bureaus of Egypt, their regulations, foundations,
conditions, and the operations conducted within them. The work originally
consisted of four substantial volumes, but only one volume, which was
abridged by someone other than the author, has reached the hands of
readers. In this volume, Ibn Mammati listed four thousand estates in the
regions of Egypt, detailing the area of each estate, its irrigation system,
and its revenue from both cash and crops”3). Al-Maqrizi’s account in this

regard is of great significance and reveals two key points:

The first point is that Ibn Mammati authored the book Qawanin al-Dawawin
(The Laws of the Administrative Bureaus) for King al-"Aziz ‘Imad al-Din.

The second point is that the version of the book currently in circulation is an
abridged copy of the original work, which consisted of four large volumes.
Unfortunately, this extensive original has been lost to time.
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Now, we must ask: How accurate is al-Maqrizi’s account? Is the version
of Qawanin al-Dawawin available today truly an abridged copy of a much
larger original, as al-Maqrizi claims?

Some modern scholars have attempted to address this question, including
Aziz Suryal Atiya in the introduction to his critical edition of the book. He
presented several pieces of evidence supporting the validity of al-Maqrizi’s

theory, such as:

The significant variations among the numerous manuscripts of Qawanin al—
Dawawin (The Laws of the Administrative Bureaus), as well as a comparison
between the table of contents listed at the end of its introduction—which
outlines fifteen chapters—and the ten chapters found in the main text,
clearly indicate the omission of the final five chapters. This suggests that

these five chapters were present in the original, more extensive version) 34.(

However, we believe that the most plausible explanation is that Ibon Mammati
authored two versions of Qawanin al-Dawawin: a lengthy, comprehensive
version written for King al-‘Aziz, and an abridged version that is the one
currently in circulation. This hypothesis can be supported by the following

evidence:

1. This procedure or system was widely followed in this period (the medieval
period). Historians often write a huge book consisting of several volumes,

and then write a summary of it, and sometimes several abbreviations. (5

2. Ibn Mammati may have written the lengthy version of the Dear King.
Still, he found in it some valuable information that the author saw as one
of the secrets of the Diwan that should not be made available to the
general public, so he omitted it from the abbreviated version circulating
among the people.

3. What also indicates the validity of this possibility is that the third chapter is
concerned with the affairs of the state and its regions, cities and villages,

which were financial units in the Ayyubid era and which appeared in the
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circulating copies, but it also included the country’s cross—country and
its area.(9 However, dropping this information and being satisfied with
the names of the different financial units only; was a must, in the words
of the author himself; because it is one of the secrets of the Court that
may not be disclosed to the general public.(?

In any case, the book, despite its brevity and its lack of detail in reviewing
the issues in every detail, bears many of the characteristics that characterize
the type of divan and compositional writings that appeared in the Islamic
Middle Ages.(¥)

1.2.2 Subjects of “ Qawanin al-Dawawin “

Ibn Mammati organized the material of his book in an introduction and
fifteen chapters, of which the first ten chapters reached us. He made
the introduction to clarify his purpose in writing the book and to review
the topics that he will address in it®). In the first chapter,®) he talked
about the virtue of writing and the book, and what came in that of the
Qur’anic verses, the hadiths of the Prophet, and the narrated news, then
he mentioned who was writing for the prophets, peace be upon them, then
he mentioned some of the writers of the caliphs and scholars of Islam, and
at the end of the chapter Ibn Matati spoke about the duties of the book
and their rights, so he mentioned the most important moral and ethical
characteristics and the technical skills that the writer must possess, then
he mentioned the most important rights and privileges that they deserve to
have from honoring and respecting them and not accepting slander about
them and expanding their livelihoods, accepting their testimony, and other
things.

In the second chapter,“) he talked about the geography of Egypt, and
in which region it is from the globe, its length, width, borders, and
characteristics, and the reason for calling it Egypt, and what was mentioned
in the mention of its virtues in the dear book and the noble hadith, then he

mentioned its Nile, its beginning, its end and its length, and what is unique
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to it about the earth’s rivers, and the beginning of its increase And the
time of its lack, and what the prophetic reports testified to from his bounty,
and the first one who measured it, and what the situation settled on in its
criterion, then he mentioned the conquest of Egypt, and who conquered
it, and how it was conquered: by peace or force, and the reason for the
difference of historians in that, and finally he mentioned the news of Egypt
and its wonders and what is unique. It distinguishes it from other cities and
monuments such as the city of Alexandria, Fayoum, Al-Manara, Jabal Al-
Tur, and Jabal Al-Magqtaa.

In the third chapter,*? he mentioned the totality of the works of Egypt, the
details of its aspects, and the investigation of the names of its villages,
deserts, and islands. As for the fourth chapter,(*3 Ibn Mattati made it to
mention the provisions of the land, the disparity in its value, the disparity of
the issues of its conditions, and what has been agreed upon of its names,
and the identification of its good from its dryness. In the fifth chapter,®4
in which Ibn Mamatti returns to the mention of Egypt, mentioning its gulfs,
canals, bridges, the times of their dam, the times of their opening, the
difference between the municipal and sultanate bridges, and the estimate
of what is spent on them. In the sixth chapter,(*) he talks about Egypt’s
agricultural affairs. He mentions the Coptic months and what corresponds
to them in terms of Syriac, the types of crops that are sown each month,
the times of planting and harvesting them, the amount needed by an acre
of these crops, and the amount of tax per acre. The seventh chapter(“0)
is devoted to talking about the origins of land area and some related

engineering issues.

He talks about space and its provisions, and establishes evidence of the
corruption of the term on it, and mentions the just space and the way to
know it, then he talks about some geometric shapes such as: squares,
triangles, rounds, and arcs, and how to extract the area of these shapes,
as he talks about the area of the sphere, cone and other geometric shapes
In a scientific way that indicates that Ibn Matati was master of this science,
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and also indicates that this science was very advanced among the Arabs
at that time.

In the eighth chapter*’), the author addresses numerous issues related
to the governance systems during the Ayyubid era. He examines the key
functions of the state and explains the responsibilities of each, particularly
focusing on the administrative officials, known as the “holders of the pens.”
These include: the overseer (al—nézir), the head of the bureau (mutawalli
al-diwan), the auditor (al-mustawfi), the appointee (al-mu‘ayyan), the
copyist (al-nasikh), the supervisor (al-musharif), the agent (al—‘amil), the
scribe (al—kﬁtib), the treasurer (al—jahbadh), the witness (al—shﬁhid), the
deputy (al-na’ib), the trustee (al-amin), the surveyor (al-masah), the guide
(al—dalil), the storekeeper (aI—khﬁzin), and the collector (al—hﬁshir). Ibn

Mammati meticulously clarifies the duties required for each of these roles.

In the ninth chapter®®, Ibn Mammati continues his discussion on the
governance systems of the Ayyubid period. He elaborates on some of the
administrative bureaus, government institutions, and the state’s financial
resources, such as zakat (almsgiving), jizya (poll tax), inheritance, khums
(one—fifth tax),* and trade revenues (mutajar)®?. As for government
institutions, Ibn Mammati mentions several, including: the Dar al-Tiraz (the
textile workshop), Dar al-Darb (the mint), Dar al-‘lyar (the assay ofﬁce),
and the Habs al-Juyashi (the military prison)©h.

In the tenth and final chapter?, Ibn Mammatt discusses “the solar year and
the lunar year, related matters, conventional practices, and what has been
determined by weight and measure according to customary practices”(3).

2. “ Qawanin al-Dawawin “ as a Source of Islamic Civilization and Systems

“

The value of the book “ Qawanin al-Dawawin “ is not limited to the
author’s erudition, abundance of knowledge and sharpness of mind, but
also due to his special position in Egyptian society and his lofty position
in the government of the country. What he writes has a special character

that makes it an official document issued by the pen of one of the state
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ministers and officials. Aziz Sorial Attia says in the introduction to his
review of the book “the book, despite its relatively small size is full of
various researches and topics, and since it was written of Coptic origin, it
was able to gather, in addition to Muslim jurisprudence, the knowledge of
the Copts in the various issues that they specialized in and no other sects
of the nation”. Egyptian and its layers, for example what came in Chapter
VII on the origins of land area and some engineering issues that we can
prove today with the latest scientific methods4.

Ibn Mammati was able to give us important information about most of
the country’s agricultural affairs in the Ayyubid era. It is worth noting
— and before we go into the details of this point — what we notice of
the lack of what was included in the various historical sources about the
activity of agriculture and irrigation systems and those in charge of them.
In fact, this is a phenomenon that we often find in our study of Islamic
history. This is because the historical sources are often concerned with
the political aspects, and ignore many of the cultural aspects, but often do
not refer to them except for small references, hence the importance of the
book “ Qawanin al-Dawawin “ lies in the fact that his author was able to
describe to us most of what is related to agriculture and irrigation systems
in Ayyubid Egypt, as well as he was able to explain to us many features of
the financial system, and the most important financial resources of Egypt
in that era, in addition to clarifying the standards and criteria for assuming
office positions, those standards and criteria that are considered One of the
important cultural aspects in the book. When someone reads Ibn Mattati
finds important information about the different types of lands, and that the

agricultural lands of Egypt were of different types and multi-varieties.

Some of which were distinguished by quality, and some of them had weak
productive capacity, and some of them were suitable for growing one crop
without another, and some of them needed the least effort in plowing and
watering it. Some of them require the greatest possible effort for cultivation
and irrigation®¥. Our historian also elaborated on the types of agricultural
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crops that were grown in Egypt during this period, explaining the difference
between their winter and summer seasons, the time of their cultivation, the
amount needed for each acre of them, the time of their harvest, an estimate
of what is usually obtained, and the amount of their tax. If we review, for
example, the agricultural crops mentioned by Ibn Mammati , we find that
among the most important crops that were grown in Egypt during this
period were: wheat, barley, cotton, flax, beans, chickpeas, lentils, garlic,
lupine, sesame, sugar cane, taro, lettuce, and onions, and eggplant®.
Other crops are less important. Ibn Mammati also throws light on the
types of orchards, the times of their cultivation, the times of pruning their
trees, the times of their irrigation, the time of harvesting each type of fruit,
the needs of each acre of workers, horses, cows (for plowing), fodder, and
other subtle and important details about the orchards that were grown in
that. Time such as daffodils, roses, jasmine, and basil, as well as the most
important fruits that were included in these orchards: berries, apples, figs,
almonds, peaches, apricots, and bananas®?). Ibn Mammati also gives us a
clear picture of the irrigation network in Egypt at that time, including canals,
bays, and bridges, and the times of their dams and the times of their
opening.®? Ibn Mammati distinguishes between two types of bridges: the
main or governmental bridges. Ibn Mammati calls them: “Sultan Bridges”,
which are bridges of general benefit in preserving the waters of the Nile
over the whole country. It is decided against them in exchange for what
they have from the lands®.

Ibn Mammati indicates that these bridges are more like the city wall, which
the government must take care of its architecture, and the sufficiency of
the parish. As for the second type of bridges, they are the local bridges
that are specific to one district and not the other, and the recipients of the
lands and the farmers undertake their work out of the money of this district
and its place is the place of the houses inside the wall, and then the owner

of each house is obligated to repair it and remove its damage.

Given the importance of the Nile for the cultivation of Egyptian lands, the
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Arabs, from their early years in Egypt, paid close attention to the Nile
gauges to determine the increase and decrease in its water levels. This was
crucial due to its significant impact on irrigation and agriculture, as well as
its connection to the collection of taxes such as the kharaj and other levies.
Ibn Mammati provides us with important information about the Nile gauges,
noting that Egypt had known them since ancient times, and that the various
governments that ruled Egypt over the centuries showed great care for
these gauges. The Arabs did not merely rely on the existing Nile gauges
they found upon their conquest of Egypt but sought to establish new ones.
The first governor of Egypt, Amr ibn al-As, built a gauge in Aswan and
another in Helwan.) During the caliphate of Muawiyah ibn Abi Sufyan,
another gauge was erected in Ansina,®) and measurements continued to
be taken there until the governorship of Abdul Aziz ibn Marwan, who built
the suburb of Helwan and established a new gauge there. During the reign
of Caliph Sulaiman ibn Abdul Malik, Usama ibn Zaid, the tax governor,
constructed a gauge on the island of Roda in the year 97 AH/716 AD.
The Egyptians relied on this last gauge to measure the Nile’s rise until
the time of the Abbasid Caliph Al-Mutawakkil, who built a new gauge on
the island in the year 247 AH/861 AD. When it was completed, Christians
were initially responsible for its operation, but Caliph Al-Mutawakkil sent
a decree to the governor of Egypt to replace the Copts with Muslims in
managing the Nile gauges.(®?)

And since the farmers in Egypt, since the era of the Pharaohs, have been
cultivating the land and harvesting the crops on the basis of the ancient
Egyptian months, which is what was known as the “Coptic famous”; Ibn
Mammati was keen to mention these months and compare them with
the Syriac and Persian months, not only that, but he was interested in
mentioning the number of hours of day and night in each month and the
most important crops that are cultivated in it, in addition to the important
holidays and social events that are associated with each day in it, and

finally he was keen to mention some information astronomical associated
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with each of the months; For example, we find him saying about the first
of these months, which is the month of “Tut”.%3)

It is the first of the Coptic months, and it is September in the Rumi language,
and in the Persian Khordadamah, its number of days is thirty days, its day
is twelve hours, and its end is twelve hours and a third, and its night is
twelve hours in its beginning, and its end is eleven hours.” an hour and a
half.”(¢%) As for the most important crops that are grown in it, lbon Mammati
mentions: “On the thirteenth of it, the grape cluster is softened and left
until it becomes raisins, and on the fifteenth of it, peaches, pomegranates,
olives, quince, and dates are seasoned. As for the social events and
holidays associated with this month, he mentions “On the fourth day of
it, Moses, peace be upon him, fasted, on the fifth was the birth of Mary,
peace be upon her, and on the fourteenth of it was the Feast of the
Cross”.( This is how Ibn Mammati was able to describe to us almost
everything related to the agricultural affairs of the country. He mentioned
the different types of land, agricultural seasons, irrigation systems, types
of crops, times of planting and harvesting, orchards and times of pruning
trees, the basics of surveying, the injustice and oppression of surveyors,
and other information in various chapters whose contents guide us to the
state of agriculture and its organization at that time with an accuracy that
calls for Admiration for the author’s abundant knowledge, as it shows us
the progress of agriculture in that era to an extent beyond what many

imagine.

One of the researchers says: “We have presented some parts of the text
(meaning Ibn Mammati ‘s book) to a number of senior specialists in the
art of agriculture, so we understood from their observations that many of
the foundations of agriculture in that era agree with what modern research
has reached in this aspect in which we lack historical material”) .(The
book “Qawanin al-Dawawin” is also considered among the important and
basic sources for the researcher in the features of the financial system
in the Ayyubid era. Among the most important of these features that Ibn
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Mammati was interested in clarifying: What he mentioned about how the
Divan is to spend money on the Divan to compensate for what was spent
on projects for building agricultural bridges.(”) The book also gives us
important information about Egypt’s financial resources, and among the
most important resources mentioned by Ibn Mammati : Zakat, inheritances,
guarded frontiers, Jawali,(®® and army confinement, and others. Zakat is
obligatory on him, and it is not valid until he intends it to be the zakat of

his money.

If it is obligatory upon him and he is able to take it out, it is not permissible
for him to delay it. | took from his estate, and if he had a debt, then there
are three sayings: he presents the zakat, or presents the debt, or divides
them between them.(®) The historian also elaborates on the types of zakat,
where he divided it into three types: money, livestock, and plants. He
divided the zakat of money into three parts: gold, paper, and merchandise.
He divided the zakat of livestock into three categories — also camels,
cows, and sheep. He divided the zakat of plants into two parts: the zakat
of what is eaten (meaning what is eaten from grains) such as barley, rice,
wheat, corn, chickpeas, beans, lentils, and the like; and zakat on fruits,
such as: palm trees and vineyards(’?. lbn Matati was also concerned with
clarifying the eight zakat expenditures. They are: the poor, the needy,
those who work on it, those whose hearts are to be reconciled, and in the
necks, and debtors, and for the sake of God, and the wayfarer.(’) Among
the mechanistic resources in which Ibn Matati was keen to elaborate on
the issue of inheritance; He mentioned who inherits from men, and who
inherits from women, and who does not inherit and who does not inherit,
and those with impositions, and agnates, and other matters related to this

science.(7?)

The book “Qawanin al-Dawawin” is also considered among the important
and basic sources for the researcher on the topic of hisba(? in Islamic
Egypt, especially in the Ayyubid era. Ibn Mammati talked about some topics
related to the hisba, such as Dar al-Darb, Dar al-Ayyar, its specializations,
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resources, and its relationship to the work of the muhtasib. For example,
he talks about the specializations of Dar Al-Ayyar and its relationship to the
work of the Hisbah at that time, and he says “This house takes care of the
subjects in their scales, their weights, and their measures. And whoever
came to them and wanted to buy something from them, they sold it to him
and the current custom was that he would lend it to the owners of the
scales, so whoever found an extra or incomplete tongue, they consumed it
and sold him something else, so that was invalidated and whoever needed
to fix his tongue became brought and freed... and changed it and added
to it What he needed, and he renewed its seal without a fine on it, except
for the rent, nothing else and they could not weigh anyone with stones or

stones...”.()

Thus, Ibn Mammati , through the aforementioned text, illustrates to us that
during the Ayyubid era, the Muhtasib (market inspector) and the institution
of Hisba (public accountability) had a dedicated facility known as the Dar
al-’lyar (House of Calibration). One of the primary functions of this facility
was to calibrate scales and all types of weights. The Muhtasib or his
deputy would attend this facility to oversee the calibration process in their
presence. If the calibration was accurate, it was approved; otherwise,
the work was ordered to be redone until it met the required standards.
This facility housed reference models used for calibration, ensuring that
no weights, scales, or measuring containers could be sold without being
verified there. All merchants were summoned by the Muhtasib to bring their
scales, weights, and measuring containers to this facility for calibration. If
any deficiencies were found, the faulty items were confiscated, and the
merchant was required to purchase a replacement from the approved
stock available at the facility and pay its price. Additionally, the historian
explains that the expenses of this facility, including the necessary materials
such as copper, iron, wood, glass, and other tools, as well as the wages
of craftsmen and workers, were covered by the royal treasury (Diwan

Sultanic).
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Ibn Mammati also provides us in his book with significant information about
Islamic—Arabic coinage and the study of numismatics during the Ayyubid
era. For instance, he discusses dinars, their minting process, weights, and
the operational system of the mint (Dar al-Darb). He states: “The process
there is uniform. The gold brought to the mint, which varies in quality, is
melted until it becomes a flowing liquid and is then cast into ingots. The
edges of these ingots are trimmed, all under the direct supervision of the
deputy. From the total amount, four mithqals are taken, and to this, four
mithgals of freshly melted gold from the mint are added. Each of these is
then crafted into four coins. The eight coins are placed in a ceramic vessel
after their weight is verified, and the furnace is heated for the duration of
a night. The coins are then removed, polished, and calibrated against the
standard. If they match the standard weight, the deputy approves them,
and dinars are minted. If they fall short, the process is repeated until the
weight matches the standard.”()

Ibn Mammati does not overlook mentioning the wages of the workers in
the mint. He notes: “The fee for minting every thousand dinars at the Cairo
mint is thirty dinars. From this amount, three dinars are allocated as wages
for the mint workers. Up until the end of the year 586 AH (1190 CE), the

fee was thirty—four and two—thirds dinars.”(79)

He also speaks about the importance of this mint (al-Darb), stating: “Some
critics may suspect that the prominence of this institution is questionable,
but this is not the case. Given the urgent need to regulate the currency
used by the people to safeguard their wealth and to ensure their interests,
it became essential that this matter remain under the Sultan’s oversight.
Without such supervision, issues could arise whose dangers would be
irreparable and whose harm would be irreversible. This necessity compelled
the appointment of officials dedicated to this task and the summoning of
skilled craftsmen to carry out the work.”("”

He also discusses silver dirhams, their minting process, the wages of the
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workers involved, and their weights, stating: “For silver, three hundred
dirhams are taken and added to seven hundred dirhams of copper. This
mixture is melted until it becomes a single liquid, which is then cast into
ingots. The edges of these ingots are trimmed, and fifteen dirhams are
melted. If four and a half dirhams are obtained from every ten dirhams,
the process is complete; otherwise, it is repeated until the correct standard
is achieved, after which the coins are stamped. The fee for minting every
thousand dirhams is fourteen and a half dirhams, and all fees and expenses
are covered by the funds provided by the suppliers.”(78)

One of the significant aspects that sets lbn Mammati apart in his book
is his detailed depiction of the hierarchical structure of the administrative
officials (Diwan) in the Ayyubid state. At the top of this hierarchy sits the
Nazir (i.e., the overseer of the Diwan),(79) followed by the Mutawalli al—-
Diwan (the administrator of the Diwan),(80) then the Mustawfi (accountant),
the Mu’ayyin (appointee),®) the Nassakh (scribe),®? and the Musharif

(supervisor).®3)

In the latter parts of his book, Ibon Mammati also delves into numerous
fascinating topics concerning various government departments (Diwanat),
the roles of different state institutions, the financial resources of the state,®
and other matters that shed light on many aspects of governance during
the Ayyubid era. These discussions provide valuable insights into the
administrative and fiscal systems of the time, illustrating how the Ayyubid
state was organized and managed.

3. Conclusion

Despite the criticism directed at some of Ibn Mammati ‘s narrations, and
despite the fact that the book consists of brief tables and very short and
focused news; The history of Ibn Mammati remains important among the
sources of Islamic history, and this importance is summarized in the following

aspects:
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That the book showed the extent of Ibn Mammati’s ability, ingenuity,
and wide knowledge of the sequence of events of his era and the
mention of the Ayyubid caliphs. The importance of the history of Ibn
Mammati appears in the comparisons he made between the different
histories, where he showed great ingenuity and accuracy in mentioning
the different dates for each news or incident of the history he mentioned
and comparing them with other histories.

lbn Mammati mentioned the phrase (laws of divans) without specifying
what is meant by it, and what do these laws mean? It is known that the
Qawanin al-Dawawin mean: everything related to the systems of these

divans, their fees, conditions, origins, and what is going on in them.

Whoever reviews the motives and purposes for which the historian
classified the book finds them insufficient. The historian did not mention
the extent of the benefit that will accrue to the general public from reading
the book, especially if we know that among its topics are more specific
to the general public than the Book of Divans, such as: topics that talk
about the country’s agricultural affairs, the different types of lands, and
the agricultural seasons.

Ibn Mammati showed that he had the ability to make a comparison
between some disparate matters to clarify the difference between them,
such as: his comparison between the royal bridges and the municipal
bridges, as he mentions that the royal bridges are of general benefit in

preserving the Nile water over the whole country.

Ibn Mammati also demonstrated his superior ability to explain and
clarify the various terms, especially those related to lands. We find it,
for example, explaining the provisions of these lands and showing the
variation in their value and the variation in the issues of their conditions,

and the conventions of their names.

Ibn Mammati proved his ability to give good reasoning, express his

opinion, and give preference to one opinion over another, especially in
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issues and historical events related to the news of Egypt and the events
of its conquest. His monetary path has diversified.

7. The importance of Ibn Mammati ’s history appears in clarifying the social,
religious and political conditions of the dhimmis under Islamic rule and
the policy of the Muslim caliphs towards them, and the extent to which
they enjoyed religious freedom and social equality under the Islamic

state.
Footnotes

1. This type of historical composition emerged relatively late. It seems that
after the Fatimid dynasty weakened and eventually collapsed in the mid-
sixth century AH, followed by the European era and its rulers who were
new to governance, there arose a need for experts in financial laws and
administrative guidance to assist the new rulers. As a result, two sets of
works emerged: one dealing with financial matters, such as Al-Minhaj
fi Ankam al-Kharaj (The Method in the Rulings of Kharaj) and Risalah
fi Mal Misr (Treatise on the Finances of Egypt), both by al-Makhzumi;
and another set dealing with geographical descriptions, such as |zhhar
Sana’at al-Hayy al-Qayyum fi Wasf al-Ghayum (Manifestation of the
Craft of the Ever-Living in the Description of Clouds) and Hasan al-
Sirah fi Wasf al-Jazirah (The Noble Biography in the Description of
the Island), both by al-Nabulusi, who died in 660 AH/1262 CE. See:
Shaker Mustafa, Al-Tarikh al-Arabi wa al-Mu’arkhun (Arabic History
and Historians), 2/176.

2. Khattrefers to the plans, maps, and descriptions of the urban layout of Egypt,
particularly Cairo, tracing its development from the initial establishment
of Al-Fustat and Al-Askar, through the Tulunid gata’a, and culminating
in the Fatimid—era Cairo. These texts documented the city’s evolution,
including its construction, destruction, and reconstruction. This genre of
historical writing, which reached its zenith with al-Magrizi’s Al-Mawa ‘iz

wa al-I'tibar f1 dikr al-khitat wa al-atar (The Lessons and Considerations
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Regarding the Mention of Plans and Monuments), began in earnest with
al-Kindi in 350 AH/961 CE, followed by al-Qudda’i in 455 AH/1063
CE. See: Muhammad ‘Abd Allah ‘Anan, Misr al-Islamiyya wa Tarikh
al-Khitat al-Misriyya (Islamic Egypt and the History of Egyptian Plans),
Al-Khanji Bookstore, Cairo, 1969, p. 38 and following; Shaker Mustafa,
ibid., 2/173.

3. Ibn Khallikan, Wafayat al-A’yan wa Anba’ al-Abna’ al-Zaman, edited by

lhsan Abbas, Dar al-Thagafa Press, Beirut, 1968, 1/210.

4. Ibn Khallikan, ibid., 1/213.

5. By “Egypt” here, we mean “Old Cairo” or “al-Fustat,” the original capital.

6. Yaqut al-Hamawi, Mu’jam al-Udaba’, Dar al-Mushriq Press, Beirut

(n.d.), 6/103-104.

7. Al-Magqrizi, Al-Mawa‘iz wa al-I‘tibar b1 dikr al-khitat wa al-atar, vol. 2,

p. 160.

8. Yaqut al-Hamawi, op. cit., 6/104.

9. Al-Magrizi, Al-Khitat, vol. 2, p. 160; Ibn al-Sa’i al-Baghdadi, Al-Jami’

10.

11.

12.

13.
14.
15.

16.

al-Mukhtasar fi ‘Unwan al-Tawarikh wa ‘Uyun al-Sir, edited by Mustafa
Jawad, Baghdad, 1934, vol. 6, p. 302.

Al-Qalgashandi, Subh al-A’sha, vol. 5, p. 466.

Ibn Manzur, Lisan al-‘Arab, root “n—k—-s”, section on the letter sin under
the bab of nan, vol. 6, p. 242.

Abu al-Salt, Al-Risalah al-Misriyya, in Nawadir al-Makhtatat, edited by
‘Abd al-Salam Haran, 2nd ed., Cairo, 1972, p. 43.

Yaqit al-Hamawi, Mu’jam al-Udab3’, vol. 6, p. 108.
Yaqit al-Hamawi, op. cit., vol. 6, pp. 108.
Yaqiit al-Hamawi, op. cit., vol. 6, pp. 108-109.

Al-Dhawaba: al-da’ira, or what they call “al-‘adhba”.
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26.

27.

28.
29.
30.
31.

32.

33.
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Al-Magrizi, Al-Khitat, vol. 2, p. 161.
Yaqiit, Mu’jam al-Udab3’, vol. 6, p. 109.

Yaqut, Mu’jam al-Udaba’, vol. 6, p. 108. Although al-Magrizi mentions
that Shirkuh approved al-Muhdhib’s diwan until his death. See: al-
Magrizi, Al-Khitat, vol. 2, p. 161.

Ibn Khallikan, Wafayat al-A’yan, vol. 1, p. 113.
Yaqiit, op. cit., vol. 6, p. 109.
Al-Maqrizi, op. cit., vol. 2, p. 160; Yaqut, op. cit., vol. 6, p. 109.

‘Aziz Suriyal ‘Atiyya, Introduction to the edition of Ibn Mammati ’s
Qawanin al-Dawawin, photographic reprint of the Royal Agricultural
Society edition, Cairo, 1991, p. 27.

See: Louis Cheikho, Shu‘ara’ al-Nasraniya ba‘d al-Islam, 4th ed., Dar
al-Mashriq, Beirut, 1991, translation no. (35), p. 351.

Al-‘lImad al-Asbahani, Khridat al-Qasr wa Jaridat al-‘Asgr, edited by
Ahmad Amin and Shugri Dif, section on Egypt, Cairo, 1951, p. 52.

Yaqit, Mu’jam al-Udaba’, vol. 6, p. 117.

See: ‘Abd al-Latif Hamza, Thalath shakhsiyat fi al-tarikh, p. 372 and
following.

Yaqit, Mu’jam al-Udaba’, vol. 6, p. 117.

Ibn Khallikan, Wafayat al-A’yan, vol. 1, p. 210.
Ibn Kathir, Al-Bidaya wa al-Nihaya, vol. 13, p. 53.
Al-Magrizi, Al-Khitat, vol. 2, pp. 160—-161.

He is al-‘Aziz ‘Imad al-Din ‘Uthman, son of the Sultan al-N3sir Salah
al-Din Yusuf ibn Ayyub. See: Ibn Athir, Al-Kamil f{ al-tarikh, Dar Sadir,
Beirut, 1982, vol. 12, pp. 140-142.

Al-Magrizi, Al-Khitat, vol. 2, p. 160.
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34. ‘Aziz Siirtyal ‘Atiyya, Qawanin al-Dawawin by Ibn Mammati (Introduction
to the edition), pp. 28-29.

35. Shakir Mustafa, Al-Tarikh al-‘Arabi wa al-Marikhan, vol. 2, pp. 189-
190.

36. That is, its kharj3j. It is said, “‘abir’” through goods and dirhams by
means of it: organize how much is its weight and what it is, and your
consideration of the dirhams is your extraction of them. Lisan al-‘Arab,
root “‘abr”.

37. Ibn Mammati , Qawanin al-Dawawin, p. 55.

38. ‘Aziz Siirtyal ‘Atiyya, Qawanin al-Dawawin by Ibn Mammati (Introduction
to the edition), p. 7.

39. This introduction spans ten pages of the book (from page 51 to page 60.

40. This chapter extends over nine pages of the book “Qawanin al-Dawawin”

(from page 61 to page 69).

41. This chapter occupies fourteen pages of the book (from page 70 to page
83).

42. “This chapter is the largest in the book, spanning 116 pages (from page
84 to page 200).

43, It is the smallest chapter in the book, comprising only four pages (from
page 201 to page 204).

44. This chapter extends over twenty—-nine pages (from page 205 to page
233).

45. This chapter occupies forty—three pages (from page 234 to page 278).
46. This chapter spans eighteen pages (from page 279 to page 296).

47. This chapter extends over ten pages of the book “Qawanin al-Dawawin”

(from page 297 to page 306).

48. This chapter occupies forty—nine pages (from page 307 to page 357).
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55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.

61.

Lo
T i

These are taxes paid by Roman merchants entering Egyptian ports — such
as Alexandria, Damietta, Tinnis, ‘Aydab, and Rashid — in accordance
with the agreements they have made. See: Ibn Mammati , Qawanin al-
Dawawin, p. 326.

It refers to goods purchased for the treasury from these incoming

merchants. See: lbn Mammati , op. cit., p. 327.

This refers to certain properties that were confiscated by the military
commander Badr al-Jamalt (466-487 H./1074-1094 CE) from ‘Aqaba
when he was the vizier of Egypt. However, jurists later ruled that the
confiscation was invalid, and so the proceeds were transferred to the
public treasury and spent on the interests of Muslims. See: Ibn Mammati
, op. cit., pp. 336-339.

This chapter spans approximately ten pages of the book (from page 358
to page 370).

Ibon Mammati , op. cit., p. 358.

Aziz Suriyal ‘Atiyya, Qawanin al-Dawawin by Ibn Mammati (Introduction
to the edition), pp. 6-7.

Ibn Mammati , Qawanin al-Dawawin, pp. 201-204.
Ibn Mammati , op. cit., pp. 258-270.

Ibn Mammati , op. cit., pp. 271-278.

Ibn Mammati , op. cit., pp. 201-231.

Ibon Mammati , Qawanin al-Dawawin, pp. 232-233.
Al-Suyuti, Hasan al-Muhadara, vol. 2, p. 375.

It is an ancient town that has disappeared, and its location today is the
ruins situated in the basin of the city of Nalsha (a corruption of Ansna) in
the lands of the district of Sheikh ‘Abbada, located east of the Nile in the
city of Asyat. See: Ibn Mammati , Qawanin al-Dawawin, p. 232.
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63.
64.
65.

66.

67.
68.

69.
70.
71.
72.

LaSme Lpale Ame (p Sigmill Sl (aieg Ame

Ibon Mammati , op. cit., pp. 74-76.
Ibn Mammati , Qawanin al-Dawawin, p. 235, footnote 1.
Ibn Mammati , op. cit., same page.
Ibn Mammati , op. cit., same page.

‘Aziz Stirtyal ‘Atiyya, Qawanin al-Dawawin by Ibn Mammati (Introduction
to the edition), p. 6.

Ibn Mammati , op. cit., p. 233.

Jawalt: This refers to the poll tax collected from the People of the Book
(adult free men, excluding women, children, monks, slaves, the insane,
and the infirm) annually as a fixed amount on their heads. This tax is
divided into two categories: that collected in the Egyptian capital, such
as al-Qustat and Cairo, and that collected outside the capital. As for the
capital, there is an overseer appointed by the sultan to manage it. As for
the rest of Egypt, the poll tax collected from the People of the Book in
each city is given to the governor or other official in charge of that region,
and it is treated as revenue of that fief. If, however, that city is registered
in one of the sultan’s official registries, then the poll tax collected from
the People of the Book in that city is recorded in that registry. The
term “jawali” can also refer to the People of the Book themselves. It is
said that this term was applied to them because ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab
expelled them from the Arabian Peninsula. However, this term was then
applied to any People of the Book who were subject to the poll tax, even
if they were not expelled from their homelands. See: al-Qalgashandi,

Subh al-a‘sha, vol. 3, pp. 462-463; Ibn Mammati , Qawa@nIn al-Daw@wlin, pp. 317-319.
Ibn Mammati , Qawanin al-Dawawin, pp. 308-309.

Ibn Mammati , op. cit., pp. 310-313.

Ibon Mammati , op. cit., pp. 314-315.

Ibn Mammati , Qawanin al-Dawawin, pp. 319-325.
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In Arabic, hisba is derived from the root hasaba, meaning to calculate
or reckon. It is said of someone, “He acted with hisba in the matter,”
meaning he acted with good judgment and consideration. See: lbn
Manzur, Lisan al-‘Arab, root hasaba. In Islamic law, hisba is a religious
duty based on enjoining what is right and forbidding what is wrong. For
more on hisba and its nature, see: al-Mawardi, al-Ahkam al-sultaniyya,
p. 207 and following.

Ibn Mammati , op. cit., pp. 333-334.

Ibn Mammati , Qawanin al-Dawawin, pp. 331-337.
Ibn Mammati , op. cit., p. 332.

Ibn Mammati , op. cit., p. 332.

Ibn Mammati , op. cit., p. 333.

The nazir al-diwan is the individual who oversees the finances, executes
financial transactions, and to whom financial accounts are submitted
for review and consideration. He approves or rejects expenditures. The
term is derived either from the word nazar meaning ‘sight’ or ‘vision’, as
he directs his attention to the matters under his purview, or from nazar
meaning ‘consideration’ or ‘thought’, as he contemplates the best course
of action. The specific duties of the nazir vary depending on the context.
However, as the name implies, he is the primary and responsible official
for all matters pertaining to the diwan. See: Ibn Mammati , Qawanin
al-Dawawin, p. 298; al-Nuwayri, Nihayat al-‘arb f{ funiin al-adab, Dar
al-Kutub al-Misriyya (n.d.), 3/299.

The mutwalli al-diwan is a diwan official whose duty is to ensure that the
original copies of all transactions conducted in the diwan are authenticated
by his signature. See: Ibn Mammati , Qawanin al-Dawawin, p. 298.

The mu’ayn is a scribe who works under the mustawfi to assist him in
the aforementioned tasks. He is responsible for drafting the diwan’s
records and is the primary authority for these records without the need
for any other official’s attestation. See: Ibn Mammati , Qawanin al-
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Dawawin, p. 301.

82. The nasikh assists the mu’ayn. He is a lower-ranking official and is
responsible for copying official documents before they are issued from the
diwan, as well as copying incoming correspondence. See: Ibn Mammati
, op. cit., p. 302.

83. The musharif is tasked with requesting detailed information about any
tax—collecting entity within his jurisdiction. He is responsible for all
financial receipts after they have been stamped. Ibn Mammati , op. cit.,
pp. 302-303.

84. lbn Mammati , op. cit., pp. 307-357.
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