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Summary

After Syria was one of the parts of the Ottoman Empire, the national
forces there worked to achieve independence and form a state. However,
the Western colonial powers represented by Britain and France sought,
through a series of conferences, to make the entire Levant region within
their mandate, in a transitional step to transform the country from The
Ottoman rule to French and British colonies in the Levant region. The
Sykes—Picot Agreement was one of the most prominent agreements
concluded between France and Britain, through which Syria, Lebanon,
Jordan, and Palestine were divided among them.
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Syria was part of the French colonies, in which Fance worked to divide into
smaller states for easier control. These divisions were of a sectarian and
regional nature, but they failed in this matter. Syria was united through its
current borders, but the French authorities granted the Iskenderun brigade
to Turkey. During the period of the French Mandate, Syria suffered from
a state of domination due to the presence of French personnel in every
local governmental department throughout Syria. The economic situation
in Syria under the Mandate was affected as a result of the political situation
that worked to discourage and obstruct any efforts towards agricultural
and industrial development. The French colonialists worked to implement
everything and anything that was in their own best interest, whilst thwarting
any effort or attempt to advance Syria, be it on the agricultural, industrial,
or even educational level.

Keywords: Syria, France, mandate, industry, politics, agriculture, industry.
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