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Abstract:

The nineteenth century witnessed the era of foreign missions, as
missionaries and orientalists arrived in the Arab East, bringing with them
the seeds of Western knowledge and culture. Education during this period
became linked to missionary schools established by European countries.
In the late nineteenth century, missionary schools spread across various
villages in the Baalbek district, marked by fierce competition between
Protestant and Catholic missions.

By the middle of the century, this led to the spread of literacy among some
of the population but also created sectarian polarization, with each mission
generally serving a specific religious sect. These schools contributed to
deepening social and sectarian fragmentation and widening the gap in
cultural attainment between different communities. They also hindered the
growth of official education in favor of Western culture. However, it must be
acknowledged that they played a prominent role in modernizing educational
curricula and programs and in transmitting much of the advanced knowledge
from the West in various fields.
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