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Abstract:

The importance of the research lies in highlighting the outcome of the
interaction between Uyghur intellectuals and both the Chinese regime:
since the Qing dynasty, and the Soviet Union. With the Uyghurs scrambling
to preserve the features of their national identity as a people different from
the Han people in their livelihood and culture, China, on the other hand«
tried to modify the Uyghur identity in order to demolish internal barriers
within the state with the aim of absolute control over the Xinjiang region
and its resources. As for the Soviets, their main conflict was with China«
and in their view, the Uyghur people were a mere pawn on the chess table.
They were more open to the issue of autonomy and wanted to seduce the
Uyghurs by providing examples of autonomy in Central Asia in order to
destabilize and rob the Xinjiang region from China. The importance of the
issue of the formation of the Uyghur identity lies in that it is an aspect of
the current decades-long conflict in Xinjiang between the Uyghurs and the
Chinese regime. China has always wanted to erase the characteristic of
that Uyghur identity in order to present to the world an Uyghur specimen
free of its “Uyghurness,” so to speak. Because of the interaction of Uyghur
identity within the concept of “us and the other,” at the heart of the historical
“Silk Roads,” we see a clear Chinese and a Soviet element in the Uyghur
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cosmopolitan identity.

Keywords: Xinjiang region — Uyghur people — Ethnic nationalism -
Sinicization — Pluralism — Adaptation policies — Forced assimilation —
Nation state — Renewal “Jadid” movement
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