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Abstract

This paper deals with the prominent historical traits of Lebanon and the most
debatable issues, especially the differences on what to name the country and its
borders. It also goes over the transformations that the changing political entity
(principalities) that witnessed, which were manifested by feudal emirates
culminated in the era of the Maani Emirate and continued in the following eras.

These principalities formed a Dirzi—-Maronite duality, which was accompanied with




various tensions with the central Ottoman government, in addition to the internal
crises revolutions and strives, which were beneficial to the foreign powers and
enabled them to increase their influence, by exploiting the Lebanese fabric social
and sectarian diversity.

On another level, the peasants’ revolution revealed a struggle between the
inherited and the new , as well as the various conflicts over the identity of

Lebanon, whose repercussions still linger until now.
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1 — Chabry, Laurent et Annie, Politique et Minorités au Proche—-Orient, Paris, Maisonneuve,
1984.
2 — Ismail, Adel, Histoire du Liban. Tome 4 .Beyrouth, 1958.
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